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I.—Fore1en POutrics, 


Tas Namai Mugaddas Hablul Matin Nagorno of the 7th September "sua Mv 


Matip, 
Sept. 7th, 1908, 


has a long article under the heading “Loss of 


Persian politics. England and the gain of Persia,” of which the 


ing 1 extract :-— | ; 
wae ° be pe this man (viz., the Shah) is at the head of affairs in the 
State anarchy in Persia cannot come to an end ; 60 long as the anarchy 1s not 
at an end the revolutionary movement will not cease, and the fear of a general 
war between the different Powers and bloodshed will not be removed. 

Under such circumstances it behoves the politicians of different countries 
especially England to concentrate their thoughts and determine as to who will 
gain or lose by this anarchy, rdless of the loss or gain to Persia.  =—=s— 

It is not to be denied that the Persian Court before it granted a Constitution, 
was subject to the direct influence of Russia, who could have carried out her 
designs but for the fear of an opposition from the spiritual leaders of Persia. 
The national hatred against Russia and her war in the East enabled the 
Persians to direct their attention to England. Feeling the British influence 
to be in their favour to some extent, the Persians began to prefer the English 
to the Russians. So long as the English had not entered into a Convention, 
with the Russians in regard to the affairs in Persia, the Persians not being 
opposed to the English followed their own course, and the English too, owing 
to their amity with them obtained political and commercial advantages from 
Persia. The politicians hold that if Persia had been allowed to grow strong 
and stand on her own legs, she would have been in a position to secure India 
from a Russian invasion, and thus would have proved beneficial par ezcellence 
(to the English) than the present Convention. 


In view of the help given by England to the Constitution in Persia her 


people were well disposed towards the English, and the party in power and 
influence in Persia favoured commercial benefits to England in confidence that 
the English would help them in a crisis again, until after the meeting of Their 
Majesties the King of England and the Emperor of Russia at Reval, when 
the Shah receiving an unexpected help from Russia brought about the 
events of the 23rd Jamadiul-awal (23rd j une 1908), which resulted in the 
defeat of the Constitutionalists in Persia. The Persians’ open help to the 
Shah and the expressed neutrality of the English at this time made the Persians 
strongly suspect that both the Powers had to the anihilation of the 
Constitutionalists, especially when they saw Sir Edward Grey, Foreign Minister 
of England, trying in the British Parliament to justify the intrusive conduct 
of Russia, Although Sir Edward Grey’s justification had a political meaning 
inasmuch as he tried to declare the neutrality of both the Powers as under 
the terms of the Convention,:but it could not satisfy the Persians who like a 
drowning man catching at a straw left the English alone and with the help of 
Turkey joined Germany who thus obtained an opportunity for establishing 
her influence in Persia and through it the whole of Asia. . 

Intelligence has been received from a reliable source that Germany has 
been trying to help the Persian people, and has declared herself to be a staunch 
supporter of the Persian Constitution. 

ye ey that the spiritual leaders of the Shiah religion have interdicted 

their Shah an eclared the maintenance of the Constitution as indispensable, 
the present Shah’s rule in Persia is nut to continue any longer even if a 
hundred Powers like Russia and England were to help him. The Persians 
will eventually achieve success on Mabemend Ali Mirza by deposing him and 
reviving their own Constitution. Signs to the effect bave already appeared 
and if they continue to do so the King’s power will shortly become extinct 
wt ia nate of the Province of Asarbaijan, other Provinces following its 

If the Shah and the nation be left to fight out their own battles, it is but 
sure that Muhammad Ali Mirza will not wanl a moment against the nation. 

In Our opinion the present advantages of the English and the Russians 
Consist in narrowing down the field of tivalry of the Germans, #.e., they should 
remove the cause of hostility between the Persians and her present 
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Ruler, and thus restrain Germany from pushing on her political ai 
more the dispute prolongs, the keener becomes the sivaliey to the nviiines = 
the Germans and consequent "7 of the — . 
The only way to prevent Germany from gaining any footing ; 
is to let the nation and the King fight out their ib battles, ani aoa 
former (if successful as successful they must be) to engage themselves in a 
reforms . their country. oe eer e 
We do not mean to say that the English should help the lana i 
dethroning their present Shah, but what we want to say is ‘that i Ee 
should compel the Russians in virtue of the Convention to follow their exam dle 
of neutrality in questions relating to the internal affairs of our country. hack 
lies our good and that of the English. Otherwise, the Persians are gure 
ve reach to their destination, but after the English have sustained a heavy 
Oss. 


2. Referring to the arrest of certain Indians who tried to re-enter 
Transvaal, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 10th 
September exclaims :— 

The English call themselves just and impartial! Is this conduct on their 


Indians in Transvaal. 


part an example of those virtues? Probably these words bear a different 
jnterpretation by men of Western civilisation, Who can say—no ? 


IIl.—Home ApMINIST. ATION, 


(a)—Police. 


3. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 5th September says that dacoities are 
oes very frequent in Dacca and Mymensingh. From 
pat in Daceaand Mymen- the cunning with which the robberies are being 
committed it seems that their perpetrators do not 

belong to the low and uneducated class. The new aulbod invented by the 
police of searching houses in season and out of season is largely responsible 
for encouraging the daceats to commit their daring crimes under the plea of 
‘searching houses,” etc. ‘Ihe Police authorities in Eastern Bengal are now 
always busily engaged in suppressing the Swadeshi and destroying the seeds 
of sedition, land hence they cannot turn their attention to their prescribed 


duty of maintaining peace by stopping the depredations of the robbers. 


There is no knowing when the authorities will come to their senses. 
4. The following is a translation of what the Nayak be egg” of the 
5th September writes about the affairs at 

Midnapore :— 

The sequel to the Bomb affair at Calcutta has cropped up at Midnapore. 
On some such plea as that the respectable residents of * eal met together 
and conspired to kill all the Europeans there with bombs, the police are 
causing many people, begining with Raja Narendra Lal Khan down to the poor 
student who lives in a cottage, to rotin the lock-up. All this persecution 
of the respectable people of Midnapore is the nil 4 of the Explosives Act 
which was passed the other day. As the impatience of the hunter to enjoy the 
pleasure of catching birds knows no bounds when he gets a new net, 80 the 
police in this country have become greatly impatient to get people punished 
according to the provisions of the new Act. The persons who five years ag0 
used to be treated with consideration by the Lieutenant-Governor and the 
District Magistrate, are now sorely troubled with the oppressions of the police, 
who are no better than moles. A zamindar like Raja Narendra Lal Khan, 4 
pleader like Upendra Babu, and a popular leader like Devadas Babu, are all 
now passing their days in prison, Absolutely nothing is known about the 
charges against them or the evidence with which they have been supported ; but 
there ha sbeen no difficulty, all the same, in making arrests and sending people 
to hajat. The Secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor announced the other day 
in the Legislative Council that no consideration would be shown on account 
of family, wealth, respectibility or learning. The Midnapore police are giving 
effect to this expression of opinion to the letter. We do not know whether 


Incidents at Midnapore. 
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these strange doings will ever end or not, But after seeing and hearing all 
this, it must be said that the police won’t rest until they have converted every 
one in the country—boys, old men and women—1into ixtremists. 

5, Commenting ou 2 rennet i: oh a Precic rong rr the Sandhya 
{ Calcutta | of the eptember writes :— 

Recent incidents at Midnapore. L We have nothing to a to the authorities, who 
know everything. Ayain, every one of our countrymen who reads the news- 
papers, knows what is happening there and forms his own conclusions. To the 
people of Midnapore we can only counsel patience under suffering, trusting to 
God for relief. We know that this advice 18 superfluous, for patience is a 
virtue we Indians practice without distinction of age, sex or rank, There is 
one other point to be mentioned in this connection. Is it not the fact that 
for these acts of oppression our fellow-countrymen are res onsible rather 
than the Feringhi? Who isthe real oppressor—not the Englishman, but the 
Sikh, the Gurkha, the Pathan and the Musalman, who are drinking their 
own blood for the sake of the paltry wages they receive. We talk of unity 
and yet we cannot bring our Lal Mohan Guhas, Ramsaday Mukherjis, Lahiris 
and Guptas under control. How then can we ask the English to listen to our 
complaint ? ; 

To conclude, we can only repeat our advice to our countrymen to be 
atient. ‘He who suffers, survives.” God incarnates Himself era after era, 
and thereby affords a lesson in patience to us, These miseries we must put 
up with, until our luck changes for the better. There is no mending one’s 
fate, until God incarnates Himself. 
6. The Sanjivani Calcutta] of the 10th September makes the present 
agg in geo gear text of agg article. 
e paper says that respectable citizen 
Midnapore have publicly accused the callewral having ie engaged in ie 
facturing false evidence, and arresting innocent respvctable persons on the 
basis of this evidence. The accusation against the police is a serious one, and 
ought to be enquired into without delay. Responsible Counsels have publicly 
made similar accusations before the Magistrate, and enquiries ought to be also 
made to ascertain the truth or otherwise of those accusations.. The paper 
characterises the proceedings in the Midnapore cases as tyrannical, and the 
writer in concluding states that both Santosh and Suren have ‘put in a 
statement before the Court saying that throuch the fear and oppression of the 
police they made a false statement. But it is to be remembered that it was 
on the strength of these statements that the Joint-Magistrate Mr. Nelson 
issued warrants against the Raja of Nuarajole and other persons, Now that 
Santosh and Surendra have retracted their confession, why should men res- 
pected by the whole country be kept confined in prison ? 
7. In reply to the Pioneer's query why sedition is so rampant and why 
there 1s such a bomb scare in Midnapore the 
a Jaccsegscaie! P abby yeas pny 4 says 
e rare combination of two such draft cattle 
as Messrs, Weston and Muzrul Hug at Midnapore, who are ploughing the 
ground and making it fertile, has given rise to these two products. 
8. Referring to the oppressions in Midnapore, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priyu-o- 
a, Bazar Fateh Barapa? Bg the 10th 
; mber says that the pecple of Midnapore could 
rou 4 Kae nay me hemes of AE HWE and malaria, but they wins saad their 
ih y inhuman cruelties perpetrated on them by the authorities. 
is rena to restrain tears when the outrageous conduct of the police 
Ree in the 200 of Narajolo is recalled to memory. The police conveyed the 
egg od pen carriage. It. was then heavily raining. Some servant of 

e ttaja held an umbrella over his head. The Police Superintendent wh 
= vores with the Raja snatched the umbrella froio ah servant pid 
ers al Bassgt funny come tne wees head, while he biwself sat with the 
protacee by this outrageous pore ee St eee eee is 

ere 18 one more instance of the courageous manner in which the Raja of 

N =: aja oO 
top pe 4 ve oe = authorities and the police. The Raja was 
of the ordinary prisoners in Court. He prayed for 


Situation in Midnapore. 
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Hug at Midnapore. 
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permission to be sometimes allowed to walk out for a few minutes. 
permission was reluctantly given. But when he was going out accom 
special guards, the Magistrate remarked that the Raja should not 
to go out so often. No sooner did the remark fall from the 
a smart Police officer caught the Raja by the neck and took 
convicts’ room. What a shocking insult! 


It is curious that the Raja is undergoing all these troubles 


_ The 
ail 

” UC allowed 
Magistrate, than 


him into the 


without an 


that h 
be hilled by bombs is the root of all these sufferings of the Mid © would 


; ‘aha Aaah . : nupore people. 
9. Referring to the irritating method by which the Raja of Narajole 
Raja of Narajole’s humilation. was arrested and subjected to insult and indignities 


by the police, the Sunjivant (Calcutta) of the 10th 
September aske, if the fact as reported be correct, should not the offenders 
among the police be brought to justice? The _ suggests an enquiry for 
ascertaining if all the indignities heaped upon the Raja were not offere only 
with the object of humiliating him before the public. It also says on tho 
authority of a correspondent of the Bengn/ee, that the police asked Ashutosh 
Das, brother of Santosh Chandra Das, to persuade the latter to stick to his 
former statement, but on his refusal he was arrested. Ashutosh’s old mother 
clung to her son, but the police applied force to seperate the mother and son, 
with the result that the old woman fell on the ground and suffered injuries 
If this be true, the paper asks, should not the Government award punishment 
to the police ? 
10. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 10th September gives a detailed 
Treatment of the accused in S#ccount of the Midnapore arrests, and says that 
the bomb conspiracy case at the arrested persons, young and old, are being 
Midnapore. treated by .the Police and Jail authorities with 
more severeity than the law requires. 
11. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Besar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


- _—, i ye He 8 writes ~~ -aqg women arg 
Oy align in Midnators > ~+«=CsO:séathe:«éspoiice have set afloat the false rumour that 
thy Se pemevs MIOs” ' Raje of Masaicle ie the-chicf-eupporter of the 
secret societies, which he has founded at Baidyanath, Brindaban and other 
places, and where bombs are manufactured und _ soldiers are trained, 
and that Babu Kristo Chandra and Durga Das Banerjee are engaged 
as officers of the establishment. Mr. Weston may accept these fabrications 
as Gospel truth, but should Sir Andrew Fraser fail to restore peace to Midna- 
pore by stopping the police oppression? ‘The people believe that even high 
officials have forgotten their duties and responsibilies. 

12. Referring to the alleged dreadful state of things at Midnapore, the 


State of affairs at Midnapore. ig 1h rayne Saplia 11th September makes 


The people of this country were led to believe that under British rule 
they were delivered not only from the outrages of robbers and murderers, but 
also from the oppressions of Government officials. Unlike the Musalman 
rulers, the British were to hold the balance of justice even, and the subject 
races had a firm faith in their system of administering law and justice 
impartially among all, irrespective of caste and creed. The people were 


relieved to know that since England, the cradle of liberty, had taken the . 


reins of government in India, there could be no more oppressions and outrages. 
The impeachment of Warren Hastings in the House of Commons went far to 
strengthen this belief. But alas! this invaluable faith of the people and their 
reliance on British justice have been of late very badly shaken. Persons whose 
actions are supposed to bring about this disastrous result, must as a matter of 
course feel the consequences. 

Will the fire kindled at Midnapore bring good results? Nobody knows 
why the residents of Midnapore are suffering so much. So far as enquity 
discloses, it is believed that all the troubles and oppressions there are due 
to the suspicions and want of foresight on the part of the authorities. __ 

Mr. Westcn has suid that after the Muzaffarpur tragedy, the suspicions of 
the authorities fell on a few persons at Midnapore, and on inquiry it transpire 
that there was also a secret society for assassinating the Europeans. It is 10 
consequence of this suspicion thet these indiscriminate arrests have beguD. 


—«- | it « ~~ 
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But the police have not been able to adduce any evidence in support of the 
allegations, on the strength of which so many | respectable men have been 
arrested. Only maniacs will believe that men like Ashu Babu and Santosh 
Babu, who chiefly depend on Government service for their livelihood, should 
have any connection with the so-called secret society. The reasons for the 
arrests ought to have been disclosed. It 18 disgrace that an innocent man 
like the Raja of Narajole should be kept in the lock-up without being made 
acquainted with the charges that have been brought egainst him. On the 
other hand the petition made by Mr. K. B. Dutta has practically received no 
attention, although he took the responsibility to prove the allegations against 
the police on the evidence of a number of respectable vitizens. pe EES 
12, The Samay [Calcutta] of the 11th September condemns the indiscrim1- 
nate arrestsin Midnapore, and theindignities offered 
to the Raja of Narajoie. Of such indignities pio- 
minence is given to the conduct of the Police Superintendent in refusing to 
permit an uabrella to be placed over the Raja's head while it was raining, and 
while the Raja was travelling to hajat in an open Carriage. 
14, Referring to the arrest of Ashutosh Das of Midnapore, the Khu/navasi 
sce ot Bee Me al [Khulna] of the 12th September gives the fol- 


Midnapore, and a_ heart-rending lowing story :— 
pa The Sub-Inspector of Police, Hamendra Babu, 


~ Incidents at Midpapore. 


went to Ashu’s father in plain clothes, and requested him to ask Ashu to act as 


approver and help the Government. As soon as Ashu came out to answer the 
call of his father, he was caught by the hand by the Sub-Inspector. In the 
meantime some constables appeared on the scene and began to drag him along. 
Ashu’s old mother interfered, caught hold of her son, and requested the 
constables not to mercilessly drag her son away. . On this the Sub-Inspector 
pusned the old lady off. She fell down and had her head badly cut. The 
unfortunate lady was profusely bleeding from her head, when the police went 
away with her son Ashu. 


i5. Tke Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th September writes thus with 


| incl Midnapore :— 
Seskdeaie 0} Midsanene. reference to recent incidents at Midnap 


A great catacl,sm at Midnapore. 


The eyes of all Bengal, nay of al! India, are now upon Midnapore. All 
Indians are eagerly expectant to get intelligence from there. There is no 


means yet of knowing what is really accountable for this great cataclysm. 


This however is known, that the pranks of the police keep the people there 
quaking in their shoes, ‘The recent Midnapore incidents have cast last year’s 
incidents at Jamalpur into the shade. Even the Indian Daily News has 
remai ked that the Midnapore officials are behaving in a manner in which it was 
hitherto believed only Eastern Bengal officials could act. 

Our own view is to doubt the truth of the story of the plot. Has 
Mr. Duke seen the place where the bomb was discovered? Does not Mr. 
Weston recognise the possibility of the bomb having been plaved there by an 
enemy of the owner of the house? Jn any case Mr. Weston should not remain 
at the head of affairs at Midnapore any longer, for-he cannot bring an ime 
partial mind to bear on a plot which is said to have been aimed against him. 

As the confessions on which the Raja of Narajole and the other accused 
have been arrested, have been retracted, no time should be lost in letting them 
out on bail. If highly respectable citizens are to be under arrest on police 

reports, those reports should be made public. It cannot be just to keep respect- 


able citizens in duress sim ly to enable the police to complete their investigation. | 


16. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 12th September sarcastically says 
that like Rama Chandra, the hero of the Ramayana, 
Mr. Donald Weston does not know his own 
strength? Perhaps he is oblivious of the fact of his being a representative 
of the all-powerful British Sovereign, capable of razing to the ground the 
entire Midnapore district in a day. It is this self-forgetfulness which has 
led him to take the help of the police, just as Rama Chandra took the help 
of a monkey army. Mazr-ul-Huq is his Hanuman (the monkey-general in 
Rama Chandra’s army), Lal Mohan is his Jambuban (Rama Chandra’s bear 
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counsellor), Mr. Cornish is as if his Angad (Rama Chandra’s ally, 
rince), and Mr. Plowden is playing the part of Sugriv (the monke -king in 
yas Chandra’s army) bY going over to Midnapore now and then. The “in. 
cendiary” (Hanuman who set fire to the houses in Lanka) has set fire to all 
the houses in Midnapore, and it is feared lest this 
* Here . ne “Eo ae golden Lanka®* should be entirely destroyed, 

Soren ee Joking apart, do the rulers of Bengal: expect 
that the people of the country will accept as trac 

whatever story the police headed by Mazr-ul-Huq will tell them? The 
English rulers of the country are like the sun, and we are accustomed to 
bearing its heat; but the heat of Police officers, who are like particles of 
sand attached to the soles of Englishmen’s boots, is simply unbearable, We 
know that when wickedly disposed our countrymen can out-do even Satan 
in mischief-making. Knowing all this, how can we believe the fable that 
has come from Midnapore? A dozen or half-a-dozen crack-brained boys may 
commit an act of insanity, but men who have families of their own, who 
hold lands under the British Government, who feel themselves honoured by 
distinciions bestowed on them by the English, know perfectly well that even 
piles of bombs as high as moantains will not destroy the British evecamiat In 
short, men who have large stakes in the country—zemindars, pleaders, muktears 
etc.—such men can never quarrel with the English. Ninety per cent. of our 
countrymen are guided by the principle of safety for themselves. All this 
leads us to disbelieve the hideous story jthat is being told about Midnapore. 
Is it possible to believe that in a small town like Midnapore, 154 leading 
people are guilty of sedition, and that prostitutes are accomplices in the 


the monkey- 


reparation of bombs? The sedition law prevents us frsm saying anything 81 
ie way of advice to the Government. But the habit of old days—days of p 
perfect faith in your justice, civilisation and goodness leads us to say two r 


things:—first, you do not know us and, perhaps, will never know us; and 

second, destroy Midnapore with your big guns, this persecution by monkeys c 

being unbearable. It is true that we can and will bear everything, but every h 

suffering has its external manifestation. It is the pain of this suffering which 

has forced us to say these things. It is true that your will will be done, but at t 

the same time you will have to hear our loul cry. . 
Broa® BasDav, 17. According to this paper the very thought of the destructive calamity c 
a which has befallen Midnapore makes one’s hair 


he Mid ic. “e 
The Midoapore panic stand on end. India is at present under such 


dark clouds that the people are quite at a loss as to the way they should follow. 

Buagat Mitte, 18. According to this paper the incidents at Midnapore have far ; 
me Cite ee The Mid excelled those at Etawah and Rawalpindi last ] 
eee ere year. It therefore asks if an inquiry should not 

be made into these allegations against the police made in open Court by . 


barristers who know their responsibility well. 


al 19. The Jaguran [Bagerhat] of the 13th September strongly expresses | 
Sept. 18tb, 1908. aes itself on the situation and er proceedings at ) 
Bi Rh got Pivepene” ‘= ‘8¢ Midnapore, and apprehends that the place may be 


ablaze with unrest and disorder. The paper is of 
opinion that at Midnapore the police is now the arbiter of the people’s fate, and 
it is on the basis of police surmises that from the Raja of Narajole down fo 
ordinary men all classes of people have been arrested and kept in solitary 
confinement. The paper makes much of the police doings in arresting 
Ashutosh Das. It goes on to say that the police acted brutally in assaulting 
Ashu’s mother and arresting him, so much so that the Superintendent of 
Police could not restrain his tears at the sight of the injuries on the person of 
the lady, Babu Upendra Nath Maity, the leading pleader of Midnapore, has 
also been kept confined in hajat, and one will be surprised to read the statement 
made in Court, giving details of the procedure the police adopted in extorting 
confession. The wicked police are adopting various methods to secure re 
spectable persons as witnesses for the prosecution. There is no knowing when 
one or the other man will be arrested. The whole town is panicstrickeD. 
Magistrate Mr. Nelson is reported to have said that when there was a conspl 
racy even to take his life, both innocent and guilt rsons must suffer more oF 


less for that. The paper indignantly asks, is Midnapore beyond the pale of 


( 1657 ) 


h centuty civilisation? It says further that a country without justice is 
ond by ithe people the land of the Mags (literally mager mulook\and wonders if 
Midnapore is not the land of Mags, The writer wants to know if Sir Andrew 
Fraser does not know tbat oppression cannot establish peace, or is it to be 
presumed that it is beyond His Honour’s powts to keep the police straight. 
Aud the writer adds that the doings of the police during Sir Andrew F raser’s 
rule will be recorded in brilliant letters in the pages of the History of Bengal. 

20. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 15th September writes :— 

The more we study the present state of 
affairs in Midnapore, the more it seems to us that 
we are reading the accounts of lawlessness committed by the officials of 
some powerful but half-civilised, ferocious community of Central Asia. We 
can hardly bring ourselves to believe that the English, who at one time held 
up the Muhammedan Sovereigns of India to infam for their lawless oppressions 
and promised to give peace and happiness to the Indians, who vaunted their 
love of justice and thereby won the love and affection of the Indians, are 
holding sway also at Midnapore. If the present administration of Midnapore 
be an illustration of British justice, then we must sorrowfully admit that the 
very name of justice has vanished from India. It is not justice, but the 
lawlessness of the officials, that reignsat Midnapore. If the novel writers 
would take their inspiration from the happenings at Midnapore, we have no 
doubt they would make a name for themselves. 

The Midnapore Police are trying to prove no less than 150 persons as 
conspirators, and get them punished, depending upon the confessions of Santosh 
Chandra Das, Asutosh Das and Surendra Nath Mukerji. These men have 
since said that they did not make their confessions voluntarily, but that the 
police extorted these confessions by torture and threats, and they have 
retracted their confessions. 

But the police would not let them alone, though they have retracted their 
confessions. Depending upon these confessions, the police arrested Raja 
Narendra Lall Khan Bahadur, of Narajole, and many respectable students, 
officers, business men, as also a number of chiprasis and bearers, and sent 
them all to hajat. Applications for bail made on behalf of these prisoners 
have all been rejected. Respectable and educated men having incurred the 
ne of the police, are being eubjected to the privations of a prison 

e, 

In his statements, Asutosh Das has brought such serious charges against 
Maulvi Muzral Huq, the Deputy Superintendent of Police, that the authorities 
should not entrust him with the enquiry into the conspiracy case any longer. 
For, if even a hundredth part of the allegation be true, then the Maulvi 
should not be allowed to continue in such a responsible post for a day longer. 
But the wonder is that the authorities pay absolutely no attention to the 
allegations made against him. 

Then comes the question of granting bail. Bail may be granted to an 
accused person, if he gives satisfactory security that ho will appear before the 
Court on the day of trial, If the Judge has reason to suspect that the 
accused will not appear on the appointed day, he may refuse bail, In the 
present case the Raja of Narajole and other highly respectable gentlemen 
have been refused bail. Does the Judge suspect these men will not appear 
on the day of trial if they are enlarged on bail ? Eminent Judges in England 
have held that ‘bail is meant simply for the purpose of securing the 
attendance of the accused, and is not intended for punishment.” The British 
Home Secretary brought the above pronouncement about bail to the notice of 
every Magistrate in England. Why cannot the Government of India or the 
Provincial Governments publish a similar pronouncement for the information 
and guidance of the Magistrates here ? 

_ The men arrested by the police in Midnapore must all be held to be 
innocent both in the eye of the law as also of the public, until their guilt is 
proved. Every intelligent man can therefore see that under the circumstances 
to keep these men confined with robbers and thieves and compel them to take 
most wretched food is highly unjust and unreasonable. In no civilised 
country would any person be arrested on such slender grounds as led to the 
arrest and confinement of so many leading men in Midnapore. The statements 
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upon which a person is arrested should be voluntarily made, oherwisoe no 
value can be attached to them. On this subject an eminent English J udge has 
said :— | 

“It had been decided of old, that the confession of a prisoner, in order to 
be admissible, must he freely and voluntarily made, and not on inducement 
that it will be better or worse for him to confess. Indeed before such evidence 
is put in, affirmative proof is necessary to establish that the confession was of 
that nature and not involuntary.” 

In England itself, where British justice reveals itself in its fullest 
splendour, where freedom reigns supreme, this is what has been said with 
regard to the evidence tendered by accused persons, But in India which is 
the happy hunting ground for irresponsible autrocratic rulers, everything is 
possible. Thus at Midnapore three accused persons were compelled to make 
statements agreeable to the Police, and on the strength of these statements 
noble personages like Raja Narendralal Khan have been put into prison. 

Instances of severe oppression upon respectable persons by the police on 
the strength of statements of accused persons are by no means rare in this 
country. Depending upon the evidence of Narendranath Gossain, the authori- 
ties arrested Raja Rai Charan Dhabal Dev of Ambikanagar; bail was at first 
refused to him, but afterwards the police withdraw the case against him 
for want of evidenee. But Narendra Gossain did not say that the police 
compelled him to make those statements against his will, and therefore it must 
be admitted that he made them voluntarily. Now, considering that the 
police were obliged to withdraw the charge against Raja Rai Charan Dhabal, 
which was based upon such voluntary evidence, it can readily be conceived 
what the value of the statements mada by Santosh, Surendra and Ashutosh 
involuntarily is. But even upon such slender materials, the pulice are 
trampling upon the respectable and educated gentlemen of Midnapore. 

Reader, just hear another curious matter. The report which the Moulvt 
of Midnapore has filed contains the names of no less than 154 persons of 
Midnapore, who are said to have been hatching a terrible conspiracy ; it further 
says that there were 23 dens of conspirators where secret meetings were held. 
The worthy Moulvi was able, with the aid of his occult powers, to unearth this 
conspiracy after nine months of incessant toil. But do you know what was 
the principal object of this conspiracy ? It was the murder of Mr. Weston, 
the District Magistrate of Midnapore. From the Rajas and Maharajas of 
Midnapore down to the coolies rcs chaprasis, all were connected with this 
conspiracy. For the murder of a single individual such an unheard of 
combination was formed. Has the reader seen such a curious combination of 
all grades of men to carry out a terrible project? It is a matter of no small 
wonder that in undertaking to carry out a project which a man would not dare 
to unfold even to his own brother or to his dearest friend, the inhabitants of 
Midnapore forgot to consider the seriousness of the situation. When the 

people were upset by the bomb incidents of Calcutta, at that very time about 
150 men of Midnapore were, we are to believe, making bombs for the murder 
of a European. Commencing from a temple down to brothels, from 4 
civilian’s house to a printing press, at all places public and private meetings 
of the secret society were held, and from respectable zamindars and pleaders, 
down to a candidate for employment in the Police Department, a suppliant for 
the Magistrate’s favour, all were concerned in the plot, What can be a greater 
wonder than this ? 

21. In giving a detailed account of the panic caused by the arrest of 
respectable persons in Midnapore the Hind 
Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th September con 
cludes from the remarks of Mr. Weston at an interview with the representa- 
tive of the Amrita Bazar Pairika, that all this shows that there is no rea 
cause for the arrest, and that the authorities have issued orders of arrest on the 
reports of the police which have been taken for gospel truths. 

22. In commenting on the recently published interview between Mr. D. 

The situation in Midnapore, Weston and a Statesman reporter, the Sandhya 
ae Calcutta] of the 15th September writes: — 

The Magistrate has in the course of thts interview passed judgment oD 

under-trial prisoners, Had we not been Bengalis, and had we not known our 
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n policemen very well, we should have accepted Mr. Weston’s 
ab pepe ory Everybody is bound to believe what an officer of 
Mr, Weston’s position says, he being the undisputed master of a zilla, with 
experience of the country and its administration, a man of education and a 
member of the Indian Civil Service. Such being his credentials, if placing 
faith in Mr. Weston’s statements, the European community demand the live 
heads of the offenders from Government, we cannot blame them. But at the 
same time there are three points to be considered—(1) Has Mr. Weston any 

ersonal animus towards anybody? Has he in the course of the administration 
of his charge, come to be angry with any section of the community ? (2) What 
‘s the nature of the relations between the Midnapore public and the local police ¢ 
(3) Are not cliquism and party-spirit very rampant in Midnapore just now? 
Everything will become intelligible when these three queries ars answered. 
Let-<tovernment know that we do not blame the police out of sheer spite. 
An entirely new aspect will be put on the case, if Government accepts our 
suggestion and ge replaces Mr. Weston by a courteous officer like 
Mr. Moberly or Mr. Crawford, and Moulvi Muzr-ul-Hakh by Rai Bahadur 
Dina Bandhu Bhaumik, This impression of ours way be wrong, but we hold 
to it none the less. . 

23. The Nihar [Contai] of the 15th September gives an account of the gg 
proceedings of the bomb conspiracy case at 
Midnapore and makes much of the virtues and 
charities of the Kaja of Narajole and his sufferingsin haja#t. The writer 
finally states that the old mother of one of the arrested persons, Ashutosh Das, 
clung to her son when he was being taken away under arrest by the police, but 
the police knocked her down and she suffered great pain from injuries on her 
forehead, and what was worse her cloth and the compound of her house were 
reddened with blood which came out of her injuries. 

24, The Dacca correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya o-Ananda Bazar 8x 8x1 Vienee Parva 

| Patrika [Calcutta] of the 10th September reports — Patna, 
Gurkhas roughly handling the instances of hignhanfiedness on the part of the ‘ert 10th, 1908. 
ita Gurkhas at Dacca, and remarks thar it is surpri- 
sing that no notice is taken of these by the local authorities. 

25. The Bangavasi [Calcutta]of the 12th September, and the Basumati — Banoavass, 
[Calcutta| of the same date, notice complaints — sasomats, 
preferred by a number of gentiemen of Dacca, Sept. 12th, 1908, 
including Rai Saheb D. K, Bose, Translator of the local Judge’s Court, against 
the Gurkhas stationed there of unprovoked rough handling, and asks if any 
official enquiry is being instituted into these complaints, 

26, in connexion with the report of Gurkha Jawlessuess referred to above, yowngee 

Sept. llth, 1998, 
the Samay [Calcutta] of the 11th September remarks . 
nae that local rumour has it that this lawlessness has 
been instigated by the authorities. One does not know what truth there is in 
this rumour, but the point is, unless the Courts put down this lawlessness at 
once, no one can say it will not assume terrible proportions in future. 


27. The Jagaran [Bagerhat] of the 13th September, in referring to the JaGaRAN, 
Seiniiitin. tin tenet ial rn subject, says that when the Midnapore Police *°?* 3, 1908. 
a ey Ailes! onee 1s doing a lot of things, how could the police in 
Eastern Bengal remain silont, and adds that if 


unrest is not actually created by the police, it can hardly be said to be 
preserving the peace. 


28. In discussing the seen Government resolution on the working of remaerem, 
the police in Bengal during the year 1907, th i adh 

Th - 8 3 the 

Police ee of the Bengil Bangavast (Calcutta) of the 12th September 

writes :— | 

: RL? The authorities are glad that the number of literates in the ranks 

of the force has slightly increased ; but our view is that ‘‘a little learning 
is a dangerous thing,” and the literaryjqualification of the officers in not 

always an unmixed boon. | 

(2) Departmental punishments and conyictions in the Courts were as 
eres in the year under review as before, This shows what a high place 
ie Bengal Police occupies as regards education and character, 
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(3) His Honour, in noting that fewer charges of extortion were brog h 
against policemen in the year in question than in the year before pais , 
down to the increased salaries which they now enjoy as the result. of th 
recommendation of the Police Commission. The popular explanation of this 
phenomenon is, however, that the influence of the police has increa : 


. . . pee sed 0 
immensely in recent years since the rise of the swadeshi agitation, that people 
dare not risk loss of property and honour by bringing accusations against 


the police. In other words, extortion by the police continues in full vy; our 
as before. This is the view of even an Anglo-Indian paper like the Statesman 
which wrote :— 


‘‘The general belief in the venality of the police and their readiness to 
| blackmail has certainly not been shaken as yet, and there 
will not be found many non-official English residents in the 
mufassal who have the slightest faith in their integrity.” " 


‘4) His Honour recognises, and we agree, that the failure of the system 
of Presidents of Panchayats has been due to the undue dominance exercised 
Ly the regular police over the holders of these offices. These Presidents 
instead of being colleagues, have been reduced to the status of subordinates of 
the police. Hence no gentlemen of character and respectability care to 
occupy the position. 

(5) No real reform in the police can come, until the force is treated as 
servants of the people instead of their masters. It is necessary that the 

owers of interference of the regular police with the jurisdiction of President- 

anchayets should be effectually curbed. A mere raising of salaries is no 
remedy for improving the morals of the force, as was pointed out before and 
has been made evident now. : 

(6) Dacoities have indeed become fewer in the country, but the credit 
therefor is not due wholly to the police. This will be evident from the one 
fact, that in the single district of Hooghly, out of 12 dacoities, 14 still remaiu 
untraced by the police. 


(6)— Working of the Courts, 


29. Tha Murshidabad Hitaishi | Murshidabad ] of the 9th September is glad 
to hear that the District Magistrate of Murshidabad, 
| Mr. M. K. Deb, is very highly spoken of by the 
people on account of his impartiality acumen in meting out justice. 

30. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 9th September 1s 
leased to write that the Distrtct Judge, 
r. Jogendra Nath Mitter, has, by his marvellous 

decision of a will probate case, earned the goo" 
opinion of all, It prays that the authorities will post him permanently at 
Murshidabad. 

31. The Sandhya [Calcutta| of the 10th September reports how the 
inact tei i owe Magistrate of Poona forbade Saiyed Hyder Reza 
MICE ATER AS SOOM to_deliver speeches that might produce ill-filling 

between Hindus and Muhamedans, although Mr. Reza was as a matter of fact 
speaking on the necessity of unity between the two communities. 

Commenting on the above order of the Magistrate of Poona, the Jagaran 
[Ragerhat] of the 13th September takes exception to, and contrasts it 
with, the action of other officials desirious of bringing about union between 
Hindus and Muhammadans. 

32, ‘The Samay [Calcutta] of the 11th September writes that the recent 
judgment of the 2nd Muosiff of Dinajpur, award- 
ing damages against a local Inspector and Su 
Inspector of Police, has given great satisfaction 


A popular District Magistrate. 


A prayer for the permanent 
posting of a popuiar Judge. 


Damages awarded against two 


the local public. 
33. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th September hopes that & 
judgment in the Sonai Bazar bomb case ¥ 
~ ree bomb ease, attract notice promptly from Government. With- 
out entering on any detailed examination about the merits of the case, 00° 


—_ 
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may well ask what is the need of asseseors, if their opinions are to be set aside 
in this fashion? ; mee 

31. The Jagaran [Bagerhat] of the 13th September reports that in the 

ey ¥ L ‘Kbalna — case i which : og tear — his 

Taking evidence tm camera 10 « Other are the accused, the evidence of one Banst 

eee Jenia, a former servant of one of the accused, 


Benode Behari Roy, was recorded in camera by the Deputy Magistrate — 


before whom the trial is proceeding, and what is more even the defence 
mukhtears were uot allowed to be present on the occasion. The presidin 
Deputy Magistrate was not willing to adopt the course, but the =, insist 
on having their own way, and as the Deputy Magistrate expressed his inability 
to record prosecution evidence in camera without the permission of the 
District Magistrate, the police forthwith obtained the latter’s permission. The 
mukhtears for the defence repeatedly submitted petitions for permission to be 
allowed to be present when this particular prosecution witness gave his - 
evidence, but they were refused permission, and then again the petition asking 
for the copy of Bansi’s evidence was rejected. The paper thinks that record- 
ing prosecution evidence # camera in a murder case is a new procedure, 
and adds that as long as Sir Andrew Fraser will be in his place, the police will 
have their own way in everything, and all their freaks wil! be overlooked and 
tolerated. 
35. Referring to the enhanced sentence of Veerswami by the Madras 
* High Court at the instance of the Jistrict Mugis- 
Madrae High * a galliltaed the trate of Saidapet from three months to a year’s 
imprisonment for molesting some European ladies, 
the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th September observes that the High 
Court sentence must have pacified the Magistrate now and removed the appre- 
hensions of the ladies too. 
86. The HMitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th September takes strong exception 
to the action of the Magistrate in repfusing passage 
a: of ‘passage money to's money to Jatindranath Banerji, the released 
. Weal aonealliny eae. per’ guspect in Alipore bomb case, and wants to know 
the reason why an innocent man, who practically 
suffered two months’ imprisonment for no fault of his, was not paid his 
pissage money when there are provisions to pay small amounts to actual 
prisoners on their release. 


(c)—Jails, 
37. The Aitvaria [Calcutta] of the 10th September is aggrieved to know 
Iil-treatment in jail that Madho Rao Sapray, editor of Hindi Kesri, is 


_ being treated very brutally in jail, although he is 
Fre there, and asks his countrymen to sympathize with him in his present 
istress. 
38. The Prasun [sates] of the 11th September publishes an extract 
ae cite with regard to the sensational case of insult offered 
to Hindu idols in the Burdwan gaol by the 
Superintendent, Mr. Wilson. It is said that the Hindu warders kept the idols 
in the jail with Mr, Wilson’s permission. On the late Janmastami day, when 
the warders were hpery a the idols, Mr. Wilson sucdenly made his 
appearance there and had the idols thrown off. The Magistrate was informed 
of this. On enquiry he believed Mr, Wilson, and disbelieving the statements 
of the warders charged them under section 211 of the Indian Penal Code for 
bringing a false charge against Mr. Wilson. 


_ . The writer sarcastically observes that the action of the Magistrate is 
irdeed commendable. - : 
39. The Daily Hitavad: Calcutta] of the 14th September is gratified to 
i learn that the Madras Government have ordered 
the dress of under-trial prisoners, ‘Oat prisoners at the Sessions and High Courts 
should henceforth be permitted to wear plain clo- 


thes, and not the jail dress, Itis hoped that the other Provincial Govern- 
ments will follow Madras in this respect. : 
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(d)\—LEducation, 


40. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 5th September eulocises 

a eas al Panchanan T'arkaratna for his just refusal ae 

Rs. 60 by Pandit Panchanan ‘8¢ Government aid of Rs. 50, after the insults 

Tarkaratos. offered to him in connection with the Kanki 

nara bomb case. Morally the Brahmin Pandits 

are not justified in accepting such aids, and by refusing it Tarkaratna has 
but shown the spirit of a true Brahmin. 


The Sumay | Calcutta] of the 11th September, in referring to 
subject, remarks that the Pandit has shown real manliness in do 
assistance from a party which lately humiliated him without 


tion. 


the Bame 
clining al] 
provoca. 


The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 12th September speaks in the samo 
sense of the Pandit’s action. 


41. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th September writes :— 


ae ok Mahamahopadhyaya Hara Prasad Sastri is 

— ——— a October net, and we do not foie 

who his successor is to be. But it is rumoured 
that Babu Kali Prasanna Bhattacharyya, Professor of Sanskrit in the Presidency 
College, is going-to be the lucky man, and that the ‘‘University authorities” are 
going to appoint him tothe Principalship of the Sanskrit College. It passess 
our understanding to conceive why such an arrangement is going to be made, 
when a highly competent man and scholar in Sanskrit letters and drama of the 
highest rank like Rai Rajéudra Chandra Sastri is available for the office. But 
then considering that now-a-days everything is possible in the University, 
one should be surprised at nothing. | 


42. Referring to dismissal of the Bengali Professor of Logic of St. John’s 
College, Agra, by the University authorities, 
on account of his joining swadeshi meetings, 
: the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
Calcutta] of the 10th September sarcastically asks what will be done with 
regard to the students who are mostly swadeshists. 

43. In noticing the success of Miss Safin “Kazi, a Muhammadan girl, 
at the last Entrance examination, and her 
representation to the Government of Bengal 
for a scholarship, to enable her to further pro- 
secute her study, on the ground of her father’s inability to pay for her 
education, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th September gives it as a 
fact that the father of the girl is not in a position to pay for the higher 
education of her daughter. The papar says that Miss Safin Kazi is the 
only Muhammadan girl in Bengal who has passed thr Entrance examination, and 
hopes that by granting her a scholarship, the Government. will encourege 
higher education among Muhammadan girls. 


44. The Sarjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th September has the following :— 


The Calcutta University has lost its freedom of 
action, and betaken itself to obey official orders. It 


Dismissal of the swadeshi profes- 
sor of Logic. 


Higher education of Muhamma- 
dan girls. 


The Risley Circular and the 
University. 


We understand that the Syndicate has issued notices asking the teachers and 
members of the Managing Committees of several schools in Eastern Bengal to 
give a written undertaking promising to abide by the Risley Circular, failing 
which the offending institutions will be disaffiliated. There is an Act for con- 
ducting the,business of the University. And this Act was passed, in spite of 
the strongest opposition of the Bengalis. But even in this Act there is n0 
Clause enjoining the University to abide by the Circular of a certain official. 
No educational institution is required to act according to a rule or clause which 
cannot be found in the University Act. If the University require any institu- 
tion to act according to the provisions of the Risley Circular, that institution 


can easily ignore the demand of the University, If disaffiliation follows, the | 


authorities of the institution can very well make this illegal act of the University 
the subject of a case in Court. We hope the authorities of the institutions whic 
have been required by the University to abide by the provisions of the 


is with great regret that we make this complaint. . 
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, Circular will forthwith take the protection of Courts. Those who 
a make efforts to safeguard their own rights, are sure to be trodden 
et. 
~ : In noticing the announcement made by the Government, that hence- 
. forth four scholarships. of the yearly value of 
Government scholarships for Pp. 9 950 each and tenable for two years in Euro 
er are to be annually awarded to Indians for the 
higher study of Sanskrit and Arabic, the Attavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th 
September quate that this action of the Government in fostering oriental 
learning is highly commendable. 3 
48. The Darus Sultanat [Calcutta] of the 11th —— publishes a long 
article on the state of education in India, contri- 
buted by the editor of ‘‘ Al Ehsan.’? The chief 
argumeuts in it may be summarised as follows :— | 
Notwithstanding the progress in education made by certain classes of the 
people, viz., the Parsi and the Bengali, India cannot be compared with other 
civilised countries, considering her vast population of over 300 millions. Besides 
a few thousands of graduates and under-graduates and a few lakhs receiving 
elementary education who are mostly centred in cities and towns, the mass of 
the people in India, especially the cultivating class, is almost without any 
education at all. 7 7 
High education in India has not yet been able to perform its ‘‘ miracles” — 
as the m es goes among the enlightened nations of the world. Mere verbal 
and paper agitation and libellous,criticisms of the administration of the Govern- 
ment are no evidence to show that India has attained to perfection in educa- 
tion, and is entitled to be counted among the civilised countries. It has on 
the other hand brought on a contrary result. High education, beiug the cause of 
the present agitations, seditions and national prejudices, indicates that it has 
had a highly unexpected result. If the present state of things continues, it 
will eventually extinguish all our hopes and the country into endless miseries. 
With a glance into the present state of affairs, 1 would venture to assert 
that if the slightest change is made in the legislative and the administrative 
functions of the Government of India, and if the enlightened and conscientious 
Anglo-Indian officers and the wisest politicians of England will place the 
reins of the Local Government into the hands of the Indians, making them 
independent at the same time, India will become a scene of deadly struggle, 
selfishness and nationel differences ; while peace, prosperity and contentment will 
vanish from the country like a dream. Obstacles will then be met to progress of 
all sorts, for how can a country or a nation expect to obtain education and 
Civilisation in a time of unrest and discontent ? Jf India is to make its progress 
in education at all, she will’: make it only under the benign influence of the 
. English, for they have by this time fully understood the defects of the present 
scheme of education, which has as yet turned outa greater number of useless 
scholars with whom dangerous political agitation is the only way to glory. 
The Government has perhaps also understvod that the real defect in education 
is due to the fact that the present system does not provide for the teaching of 
religion und a higher standard of morality, and has as a result made 
the educated lose all sense of due respect to the Rulers and the majesty of 
the Government, which are an important factor of religious instruction. No 
religion can justify the murderous assault on innocent ladies, attempt to wreck 
passenger’ trains, use of unholy, unsound and malicious speeches and 
pampblets to attain to one’s political aims, and worship of a murderer as a 
political champion. Religion inculcates obedience and respect to the rulers 
as binding, and rebellion, agitation, faithlessness, unlawful murder, plunder, 
breach of public peace and suicide as heinous sins which are not to be forgiven. 
It is indispensable therefore to remove the defect of the present system of 
education as soon as possible by amply providing for moral and religious 
instruction (in all educational institutions), | 
If two more subjects were to be introduced into the revised course of 
studies for the High education, its defect would be rectified to an extent. 
é first is the inculcation of moral and religious principles; the second is 
_ sound instruction in such sciences .and arts as ta turn the mind of the 
scholars to some useful industry. 


Education in India. 


HitTavaDI, 
Sept. llth, 1908. 


Darvus SAL? WaT, 
11th Sept. 1908. 
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I now come to the Primary education of children which is being j,, 
in their own vernacular, - Introduction of moral and religious instructio 
at this stage is the one thing needful, for first impression lasts longest It 
pains me to find that various factors have combined to make the Pri, 
education in the villages more expensive than what was 20 9o 


aad , r 25 years 
before. So long as it is not made very cheap, no progress in education ‘s 


possible in the country. A joint effort of the Government and Jeadi, 

persons is required in this majter. Government should set apart a further rem 
sum for Primary Iducation, and increase the present amount of aid granted 
to schools. It should further establish Educational Boards in all the different 
Parganas of the country, consisting of influential and respectable members 
who may be entrusted with the ~~ keeping a watch ‘ 


over the education 
of children in their respective areas. trict Officers should preside over the 


meetings of these Boards, whenever they happep to come across them, and 


hold the members in. respect. Course of studies may be revised and adopted 


to the present needs of the people. 


If the above rules are followed, I sanguinely hope that the Primary 
education will show a considerable progress in the country. 


47, The Nayak gy oe of the : ,o oe aaa yi fault with the 

,; overnment o tern Ben or its refusal to 

Pee wo 7 & P ken award Junior scholarships to certain students of 
Institution. the Brajamohan Institution of Barisal, who have 
ualified themselves for these scholarships. The Government’s reason for 
oing this is the violation by the above-named school of the Risley Circular, 
which, however, the school authorities deny. The paper thinks that the matter 
should be taken to Court, as the Government is legally bound to award the 
scholarships to all deserving students, and its refusal to do so is clearly a breach 


of the contract to which it bound itself when notifying the grant of the 
scholarships. 


48, The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 12th September speaks of 
cmenenes ameames Fc the age gore “= which ag se _— “ig ba 
Rt Berea» 6Cmany of the districts in Eastern Bengal, 

aa ccs oneal airs patiledeasty in Faridpur, are threatened, because 
of the part which students and teachers connected with them have taken in 
swadeshi agitation. This statement is sought to be substantiated by references 
to—(1) the withdrawal of Government scholarships from the Banaripara School 
in Backerganj, and the Bajitpur School in Faridpur; (2) the official demand 
for the withdrawal of certain prominent members from the governing body 
of the Madaripur School ; and (3) the official condemnation of the Ishan School 
building at Faridpur on sanitary grounds, in the face of the fact that it 1s an 
extension of the premises of the Faridpur Government Zilla School which 
has obstructed the passage of air and light into the former school. 


| = 49. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 12h 
wan” * Beatin Cendant September has a detailed criticism of Ral Saheb 
Haran Chandra Rakshit’s book ‘* Pratibha Sundan. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


50. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 5th September says that in direct 
is Cledinn Maitetan ? opposition to the principles of political economy, 
eer oe the Municipal authorities of Calcutta are n 

going to euhance the tax on the plea of the improvement scheme. 
emands of the Calcutta Municipality are daily becoming so numerous, that 
the income of all the wealthy men of Calcutta will hardly be sufficient to 
satisfy them. Calcutta is going to have improvements. It 1s true that the 
duck begets gold eggs, but if an attempt is made te get out all the o88s by 
one single incision into her womb, she will die and. will not produce gold egg 
any more. The Municipality has no right to spend our money recklessly. 46 


the town has no right into districte, why should not the money of each district 
be spent for its own good? 
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51 _ The Daily Hitavasi [Calcutta] of the 5th September says that it . 


seems doubtful, for the following reasons, whether 


The Calcutta Improvement the Caloutta Improvement Scheme will at all be 


Scheme. worked out:— | 

(1) The scheme is an old one, but nothing has as yet been done to work 
: 0) Calcutta runs the risk of ceasing, before long, to be the principal city 
in the country, owing to the gradual silting up of the Hooghly. 

(3) The partition of Bengal has lessened the politica importance of the 
city, and but for the te rae a. hao the High Court, which are common to both 
the Provinces of Bengal and tern Bengal and Assam, the population of 
Calcutta would have been halved by this time. ; It is, however, believed that 
the new Province will not be long without an. University and a High Court 
98 m4) In the commercial field: also the position of Calcutta has been lowered, 
and runs the risk of being still further lowered by the rise and progress of the 

ittagorg port. 
ee Bw al that writer says that even if that scheme be worked out, the 
general rate-payers of Calcutta ought not to be saddled with its cost, for in 
that case while the Indian rate-payers inhabiting the Northern Division of 


the town will have to bear by far the largest share of the cost, the benefits of 


the scheme will, according to the time-honoured traditions of the Calcutta 
Corporation, be almost monopolised by the Southern Division. 


52. In connection with the recent innovation of having fixed halting 
laces for tram-cars in Calcutta, the Daily Hitavad? 
ee Calcutta] of the 9th September points out how 
under the new system possengers have sometimes no choice but to alight from 
the cars at places where the road is muddy, and then goes on to suggest that 
some kind of waiting shed should be provided at all stopping places and 
moreover red lights should be placed sgainst the notices which indicate 
stopping stations for the convenience of intending passengers after dark. 


53, A correspondent, writing in the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta ) of the 9th 

: | _ September, bewails the practical cessation of all 

Baranted roads ine village in kinds of communication with the outside world 
oe with which the inhabitants of Dattapara, in 
Burdwan, are faced now in the rainy season, because of tho absence of good 
roads. The matter has formed the subjeet of repeated representations to 


the proper authorities, bnt so far without avail. 


54, The Kaliganj correspondent of the Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 12th 

. September regrets to write that the cattle-pest 

qinitie-pest. at the Kaligan) which appeared a few days ago in a sporadic form, 

: aS has now broken out in an epidemic form with- 

in the jurisdiction of the Kaliganj Thana. Onthe 6th of September, thirty- 

five bullocks were taken ill, and of them twenty-three died on the followin 

e: : The pest (generally known as Paschima) is speading by leaps an 
ounds, 


The disease has its origin in the rotten hay which the cattle are obliged 
to eat this year, on account of abnormal rainfall. 


It is desirable that the District Board should send Veterinary Surgeons 
with medicines to the affected localities, 


(g)—-Ratlways at Communications, including Canals and Irrigation, 


55. With reference to the proposed construction of the Bongong and 
Kotchandpur light-railway, the residents of Mahes- 
pur village, in the subdivision of Bongong, publish 
a letter in the Pallivarta gare of the 8th 
September, yong | the Railway authorities so to shift the proposed route 
of the above light-railway that it may pases through the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the village Mahespur, as it is the most populous village in this 
subdivision and a place of trade, and as there are moreover Courts of Honorary 
Magistrates, a Police-station, and a Municipality, etc., at the place. 


Light-railway between Bongong 
and Kotchandpur. 
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56. The Nadia [Krishnagar}) of the 12th September savs 
_ abolition of the posts of iddih Gdlinones ap He. : 
ee all stations from Lalgola Gh&t to Birnagar, on the 
Ranaghat-Murshidabad Railway, has caused great inconvenience to the local 
passengers. This inconvenience is felt most at Krishnagar, which Commands 
a large passenger traffic and where the late District Traffic Superintendent of 
the line had appointed two ticket-collectors. 
57. The Purwlia Darpan [Purulia}| of the 14th September strongly urges 
the necessity of constructing an over-bridge at the 
Purulia Station. The absence of an over-bridge 
there is fraught with great danger, and the paper says that the other night 
some persons 1n passing the railway station gate miraculously escaped a dire 
fate. On this particular occasion there was no guard to warn the passers by 
of the moving engines, The paper severely takes to task the authorities of 
the Ranchi-Purulia line for not providing a safeguard against loss of life, and 
asks for the construction of an over-bridge, or, in the alternative, the removal 
of the line to a safe distance, 


Necessity for an over-bridge. 


(h) — General, 


58. Referring to the report that Sir Andrew Fraser intends to go to 
i i a Ranchi for the benefit of his health, the Sandhya 
visit to Ranchi fora change. +(LCaleutta] of the 10th September writes :— 

His Honour likes very much to reside in 
jungly places, such as Sambalpur, Ranchi, etc. He passed his youth in the 
Ventral Provinces, and the ideas he formed there stick to him. 

59. Referring to the release of Subramaniya Iyer of Madras, the Sri 
| Sri Vishnu Priya 0-Ananda Bazar Patrika | Calcutta] 
of the 10th September is glad to observe that the 
Madras Government have acted wisely. It would have been much better and 
highly honourable, if the esteemed editor, had not been arrested at all} but let 
off with a warning. 

60. So the Madras Government, says the Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipore] of 
the 12th September, has by admitting at least one 
of its carlos bec shown its generosity, as seeing the 
punishments awarded in sedition cases in Madras no one expected that 
Subrahmaniya Iyer would escape. 

61. The Hinds Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th September expresses its 

satisfaction at the release of G. punter ty be 

Iyer, lately accused of sedition and prosecuted by 
the Madras Government, though on his furnishing security for good 
behaviour. 

62. A Dinajpur correspondent of the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 10th 

Nt September thus writes :— 

vec es Babu Manohar Lal of the Appal Estate, 
Saharanpur, has published a pamphlet under the title ‘‘ Appeal from a well- 
wishing Indian friend to his countrymen.” The publication contains strong 
strictures against the present-day agitators, and the writer has sent copies of his 
work to all Magistrates in the country. Eighteen respectable citizens of Dina)put 
have been asked by the local Magistrate to record their expressions of approval 
of Manohar Lal’s criticisms and send them to the Magistrate, who will forward 
them to the writer. The 18 gentlomen above referred to are not likely t0 
obey the Magistrate’s behest, whose action in this connexion is inexplicable. 

' Strong exception is taken by the correspondent to the incurring of large 
expenses by Government in engaging the services of Counsel in the Lazarus 
assault case, as also in the perjury case arising out of it. | 

Here again is another illustration of wasteful expenditure. In the month 

of December 1906 a Sub-Deputy Collector, a Police Inspector, a number © 
Sub-Inspectors and other policemen visited certain villages under Thana 
Patnitala. Shortly after their departure certain well-to-do inhabitants of those 
villages instituted in Court 11 suits against some of the Police officers, alleging 
that the latter had by threat and oppression extorted some thousands of rupees 


Release of Subramaniya Iyer. 


Release of Subramaniya Lyer. 


Release of Subrahmaniya Iyer. 
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them. The cases are dragging on slowly in the local Courts; but the 
overaua has undertaken to pay for the defence, and Mr. P. M, Guha, a 
Vakil of the High Court, has been engaged to conduct the defence on a daily 
foo of Rs. 255. He has already been paid Rs. 7,000, though there is no 
knowing when the case will end. ; 

63. The Sré Sri Vishnu —— ctor Patrika [ veges . am 

, 10th September protests against the expenditure 
Waite = Perey Gy of pablve money on the defence of sen Police 
oflicers in re a ee sued in Civil Court for damages for extortion 
wrongful confinement. 
61, ‘The Daily Hitavads Lay of the a Se oe exce 7 
ae to the large expenses that have n incurred — 

Lo op gal “inajpur the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam in 
rua ear i the case in which some students and teachers of 
the Dinajpur National School were charged with having assaulted two private 
Europeans. Eighteen thousand rupees were spent in the principal case, and 
one thousand and five hundred in trying to have a student witness for the 
prosecution punished for perjury, because his evidence was not quite up to 
the mark for the purposes of the prosecution. This is shameful waste of 
public money. In the perjury case a Barrister was imported from Calcutta, 
as if the safety of the British Empire depended on the boy being punished. 
‘The Government, however, never cared to engage the services of a Barrister in 
themany dacoity cases which had occuredin Dinajpur. It is the white colour 
alone which can rouse a sense of duty in the: officials. tut they should 
remember that the Indian tax-payers’ money is not an inheritance of theirs, 
so that they can spend it in any way they please. 

65. The Srs Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pat-ika [Calcutta | of the 
10th September is sorry to learn that Sir Lancelot 
mere, is coming pect in enenes te, take charge of 
the administration of Eastern Benga]. Sir Charles 
Bayley is going back to his former place. At present men of sympathetic 
hearts are needed to intercede between the rulers and the ruled. Sir Lancelot 
Hare is a man no doubt, but it is yet to be ascertained by Physiologists and 
Psychologists whether he has a heart or not. 

66. The Sri Srt Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika { Calcutta | of the 10th 
en, remarks that hg es are creat- 
ing panic for nothing. The other day when éatar- 
play was going on in the house of one Dr. enn Kumar Das at Moulvi Bazar, 
somebody cried ‘*‘ Bande Mataram.” ‘The man was arrested by order of the 
Magistrate, oy - house of the Doctor was searched, though nothing 
suspicious was found. 

67. Referring to the repair work now going on in the High Court, the 

Desieeiei anna Ok ten owes (Calcuttw] of the 1th September says 
oo ion ay coy ie ee ae ee 
money belongs to others, so there need not be any anxiety on that account. 

‘ Bec The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 10th 
eptember writes :— 

What have we learnt from the administration 
of Bengal by Sir Andrew Fraser during the last five years ? Such is the 
question which many of us are now asking, We will have our say in the 
meantime. We have loarned— ) 

(1) Civilans from othcr Provinces are totally unfit to govern Bengal, for 
rulers of other Provinces can never enter into the spirit of the Bengalis. 
Notwithstanding his abilities, Sir Charles Elliott had to eat hamble pie on more 
occasions than one. In spite of his sweeiness of temperament, Sir John 
Woodburn could not cairy out any very important administrative measures ; 
he tried to please everybody and he ended by pleasing nobody. Sir Andrew 
l’raser is no match for either of these two gentlemen, and so he has blundered 
at every at and we too have suffered greatly in consequence. 

(2) Defects in the adwinistration must be at the root of all the miscbiefs 
Moderates and Extremists, bombs and murder of men and women, Lat Fraser 
does not understand the Bengalis, and has therefore committed very grave 
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blunders. We can confidently say that if Sir Henry Cotton or 
Bouraillon had been on the masnad of Bengal, these disturbances wo 
have occurred. Jat Fraser tried to rectify the initial blunders, 
nothing but blunders. ‘The Bengalis will never be able to forg 
and blunders. 

(3) The first mistake which His Honour made, was his agreeing to the 
partition of Bengal. Then came the attempt to put down the partition agita- 
tion, the declaration that picketing was illegal, the attemp: to prevent the 
boycott, the sedition prosecutions, the indulgence given tu the police by arming 
them with irresestible power, the manner of conducting the bomb cases, the 
Midnapur incidents, the appointment of incompetent officers, the Carlyle 


Sir J ames 
ould ever 
and committed 
et his mistakes 


Circular, the enforcemEnt. of the Risley Circular, and the persecution of boys, ete., . 


It is difficult to enumerate all. His attitude varied with the changes of his 
Chief Secretaries. When at first Mr. Macpherson was Chief Secretary, His 
Honour was then very affable and anxious to understand the Bengalis. When 
Mr. Carlyle was his mentor, His Honour was resolute and high-spirited, and 
yet not actually tyrannical. When Mr. Gait was the master of the situation, 
His Honour was engaged in prosecutions for sedition. When Mr. Duke came 
to be all in all, His Honour is what he is now, weak and indecisive, and the 
result is the Midnapur affair. It is uucertain what line of policy will be 
adopted by Sir Eaward Baker, the coming Lieutenant-Governor. But it seems 
to us that the evil effects of the Fraserian administration must continne for 
u long time to come, despite all that Sir Edward may do. No section of the 
community is pleased with his administration. It may be that His Honour 
will return home with the blessings of individuals, but no community at large 
will do him homage. | , 

69. Referring to the speach delivered by Sir John Hewett at Naini Tal on 
sanitation in the United Provinces, the Sandhya 
| Calcutta] of the 10th September writes:— 

What His Honour has said is no doubt very plausible. But may we ask 
why the Provinces which were once the healthiest in India, where the peuple 
were long-lived, which produced the finest soldiers who conquerred India for 
the English, have come to be the abode of malaria? Why is there so much 
pestilence? What has become of the vigorous health of the inhabitants? In 
reply to these three questions, we have two answers to give. The first is that 
the ge have become extremely poor, they cannot afford to have two full 
meals a day, hence disease and untimely death follow. In the second place 
the ae of railways has obstructed the drainage of the country, and 
hence arise malarial fevers. His Honour hag omitted to mention these two 
causes. ‘he advice which His Houour has offered to the people eannot be 
followed without money. How can people who are unable to provide sufficient 
food for themselves from poverty, look to their health ? The bread problem 
must be solved, arrangements for drainage must be improved and good drinking- 
water must be provided before any improvement in the situation can be looked 
for, Let the ruler of the Province do his duty and the people will do theirs. 

70. While prepared to praise Sir John Hewett's zeal for the promotion of 

She Selet Si Gets 6 satitation, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th 
ferences. uw Samvury en September cannot see the point of the emphasis 
His Honour laid on the duty of the educated 
Indians in this connexion. It is only bad ideas of personal hygiene which the 
educated classes can seek to correct amongst their ignorant fellow-countrymen. 
But tho real sanitary needs of the country are concerned not with personal 
hygiene, but with large measures, such as the clearing of forests, re-excavat\on 
of silted-up rivers, etc,, such as the State alone can undertake. In England too 
ideas of personal hygiene amongst the masses are still very rudimentary, seog 
that most of them have not yet learnt to bathe. It is only the construction © 
large sanitary works by the State which has reduced England’s death-rate to 
its present level, in india too the needs of the situation for the moment are 
exactly the same. ; 

“1. Referring to the motion of the Punjab Government to the Chief 
Court for the enhancement of punishment to Fire- 
Delhi. Ra; man Davis who murdered a puvkha-coolie at a 

u Railway station the other day, the Mitvarta [Calcutta] of the 10t 


Sir John Hewett on sanitation. 
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September welcomes Government interfering against the accused in this case, 
for it has never heard the accused in such cases receiving adequate punishment. 

72. In connexion with the recent action of the Punjab Government in Samay, 
moving the Chief Court of the Province for an "Pt 1th, 1008. 
enhancement of = gg ees awarded - the 

vis, the Samay [Calcutta] of the 11th September writes that in 
caagend of India cases of i tivre of toe similar to thts often occur without 
the Government intervening. Who can say, then, that some such reason has 
not operated in this case as that which led to the vetoing of the Canal Colonies 
Bill at the suggestion of Lord Morley ? 
73. Referring to the Committee organised by Lord. Morley for the =— Hitvaata, 
vision and control of the Indian students in - Sept. 10th, 1908. 
Indian-students in England. land. the Hitvart» [Calcutta] of the 10th Sep‘ember 
observes that its object is to keep the Indians under the thumb, even in free 
England. But cannot the Indians, exclaims the paper, have their education in 
countries other thar England ? | ; 
74, The Hitavzdi | Calcutta] of the 11th September makes Mr. J. G. rl 
Camming’s report on Industrial Enquiries the text sept, tb, 1908. 
Mr. Cumming’s report on of leading article. It finds the report to be full 
oe of interesting details, and thinks that every one of 
those who have the welfare of the Bengal industries at heart, ought to make 
it a point to read the report. Wide circulation of the report is very desirable, 
and the paper suggests that it would be well if the authorities published a 
Bengali translation of the report for wide distribution in every district of ql 
Bengal. aa 
7 5. The Aadia [Krishnagar} of the 12th September disapproves of the Napa, Pei 
decision of the Government, to the offect ——E— ee 
Separation of Judicial and Exe- separation of judicial and executive functions is to 
arent take the form of the addition of a Magistrate to 
every district, the Senior Magistrate being placed in charge of all judicial 
proceedings and under the District Judge. ‘The objection to this scheme is 
based on the ground of increase of expenditure, as also on the ground that this 
scheme also leaves the police work in the hands of the Magistrate. The old 
scheme of transferring all police work to the District Judge, all appeal work 
to the Sub-Judge, some of the duties of the Suh-Judge to Munsiffs, all rent 
suits to Deputy Collectors, and Deputy Collector’s judicial duties to Munsiffs, 
is preferred to the new one, 

76. The Jagaran [ Bagerhat] of the 13th September reports that Birdhar, , 7**)m™ 

| 7 a Madrasi, was accused of assaulting certuin Euro. “"* 
af ee betes Indians and pean ladies, and was awarded three months’ impri- 

sonment. A prayer has been made to the High 
Court for enhancement of the sentence. Commenting on this, the paper rite 
observes that three months’ imprisonment for common assult on European ai. 
ladies has been considered inadequate, but a fine of Rs. 20 is considered enough : 
for violating the chastity of an Indian woman or killing her. 
77. The Chinsura Vartabaha (Chinsura} of Camsvzs vartasana 
Frayer to the Lieutenant- the 13th September expresses the hope that the ‘1. 1s. 


Governor for the release of Babn . 
Durga Charan Sanyal. prayer for the release of Durga Charan Sanyal 


will not be'refused. 


Lhe Delhi punkha-cooly case. 


I1J,—LeEGIs.ation, 


78. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 12th September thinks that the gownsn Hirarm, 


Ss cementite ak Gad Maharaja of Darbhanga should retire from his Sept. 12th, 1908, 


in the Imperial Corncil. candidature for a seat in the Imperial Council, i 
and ere Bhupen Babu a chance. 
ee . 1. Incriticisting the recent Bengal Local , | 
Amendment Act. Ss Self-Government Amendment Act, the Bangavasi ghey ll 
[Calcutta] of the 12th September writes :— 
The hungry peasant asked for bread, and Government has given him a [- 


‘tone. The new law does indeed provide for sanitary improvements and a | 
pure water-supply which the Bengali rural public have long been asking for, 
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but the funds therefor are to be obtained from taxation similar to that levied 
for the up-keep of village chaukidars. This chaukidari-tax, as it is, is a sore 
burden on the vilagers, with his hand-to-mouth existence and with his domestic 
utensils forming almost his sole worldly possessions. Where then is he to go, 
if he is to be burdened with fresh taxes? The village unions are henceforth to 
contribute to the up-keep of Sanitary Inspectors. ‘That is to say, the Presidents 
of Panchayats, who dominate these unions and who possess extensive powers 
already in the matter of the chaukidari-tax,'are to be armed with fresh powers 
under this Act. One can easily imagine what this bodes to the common 
villagers. Henceforth the people will be forced to accept in return for taxes 
paid that which they have so long been able to get with small effort. By this 
we imply that the permissive provisions about cattle-breeding, excavation 
of wells, etc., will practically become compulsory ones as the result of the pro- 
fessional and departmental zeal of new Sanitary Inspectors. Silted-up tanks 
for instance in the villages will henceforth have to be cleared up by their 
owners under penalty. The tears which the villagers have so Jong been 
shedding for want of water-supply, they will henceforth have to shed 80 pro- 
fusely as to fill up the tanks. Alas! for their lot, __ 

It is to be hoped that a regard for rural sanitation will not result in 
time in an interference with the liberty;of villages to the extent to which the 
liberty of towns has been interfered with on that score. The new Act should 
be translated into Bengali and circulated amongst the villagers, who will then 
know how to prepare for the future. It would be a great hardship, if in these 
days of scarcity and high prices they are to be pestered with fresh taxes for 
sanitary purposes. If the zZemindars had been mindful of theirduties in this 
respect as their ancestors were, their poor rayats would not have been threatened 
with this prospect now. | | 

We repeat, this new taxation will be a sore additional burden to the 
Bengali villager, which burden they will be forced to bear in many cases 
against their will, and which they might have avoided by organised voluntary 
effort in the past. 


V.—Prospects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE ProptLr. 
80. The Purulia Darpan [Purulia] of the 


14th September reports the prevalence of acute 
distres all over the district of Purulia. 


Distress in Purulia. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


81, After cnumerating tho advantages enjoyed by the Hindus under 
Musalman rulers, ad by the Musalmans under 
The country fallen onevil days Hindu rnlers, the Arisinha [Calcutta] of July, 
points out that whatever difference there might have been in_ the previous 
times, there is no cause for it now. Indeed, Sir Syed Ahmed considered the two 
races as being the two eyes of India. It behoves them both to live in amity 
with each other, the Musalmans being as much Indians as the Hindus, and India 
being as much for the Musalmans as for the Hindus; and it 15 incumbent on 
either of them to help the other, being convinced that whatever is injurious to 
the one will be eqnally injurious to the other. Neglect of this simple spr 
should be consi a | as a misfortue of this couutry, because the only cause 0 
ill-will between them is the slaughter of kina by the lower-grade Musalmans 
which re-acts upon the upper classes too. If the religious associations of om 
two communities do not come to some agreement about this matter of whic 
there is great need, it should be considered as a misfortune of their country. 
Drinking is forbidden to the Hindus, but English education makes many 
a man take it. Hitherto in South India atleast it was confined to the sats 
classes ; but seeing a taste for it being gradually created among the og 
of the higher classes, the District Conference ef Poona resolved to as ox 
Temperance Association there in their efforts to prevent the evl nip 
Bpreading any further, and “ picketing” was considered as the best means 
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‘nduci ople to desist from it. Ne sooner the plan was adopted, than it 
inte ks ane of liquor shops whose pockets were getting affected. The 
seni was that the local Magistrate set the police on the picketers, and there 
were a number of convictions. The English have no partiality for drinking, but 
there is hardly one among them who does not take liquor, and therefore it is 
that they do not consider it so bad as the Hindas do. ‘To the deputation led 
by Dr. Bhandrakar and other leaders which waited upou His Excellency, the 
Governor of Bombay, Sir George Clarke while sympathising with the efforts of 
the above Association replied that he could not tolerate picketing. Replies 
like these cannot but be considered as a misfortune of the country. 
Recent prosecutions of the Press and public speakers gag in the 
punishnent of true patriots like Chidambaram Pillay by Judges like 
Mr. Pinhey, who was served with a notice by the pleader of Tellichery for 
using abusive language and who recommended the abolition of appeals in 
criminal cases, and considsred the witnesses for Chidambaram as disloyal, etc., 


and the promotion of such Judges to a seat in the High Court, cannot but be 


considered as a misfortune of the couutry. 


82. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 5th September is sorry to observe that 
there are no far-sighted statesmen in India at the 

gas Rag far-sighted statesmen 1 rosent moment. It is no exaggeration to say, 
ae goes on the paper, that those who are entrusted 
with the administration of the country are men blinded by self-conceit. Even 
admitting for the sake of argument that those punished for sedition are 
really guilty, will the sentences of imprisonment passed on them have a 
deterrent effect? Police search is no longer considered humiliating; the 
terrors of prison have now to a great extent diminished, and imprisonment no 
longer involves any social degradation. Traasportation has become honour- 
able, and the gallows is regarded an easy means of death. It is surprising that 
being cognizant of the fact that all attempts to curb the power of the people in 
Europe have been fruitless, the authorities here do not change their policy 
of repression. | 


83. Referring to the dreadful death of Narendra Nath Gossain, the 
sh uk Mansithe Sista deca Nayak [Calcutta] of the 5th September says that 
nd of Norendra Nath Gosssim- his sin was great. He wanted to save himself 
by implicating his accomplies. The Government also held out hopes of safety 
to him ; but who can give life or take it away, except the great Mother ? 
The Government is proud enough to think that they are the only dispensers of 
justice, but let them be- convinced that there is a greater power called Fate 
by which the destinies of all are determined. It was on account of this that 
the life of the traitor was extinct with the reports of the pistol. It is to be 
regretted that the Hindus who have a great aversion to destroying the meanest 
being, are not in the least sorry for the tragic end of Norendra Nath. 


84. Referring to the ae eg {we which the /ftoneer has expressed 
., itself on the murder of Norendra Nath Gossain 

Th ioneer : weGes 
eee re [Jessore}] of the iOth September 


eulogises that paper, and says that of all the 
Anglo-Indian papera, the Pioneer is the only one which finds extenuating 


elements in the murder, and speaks with approbation of the murderers. Had 


such a frank expression of opinion found place in any native paper there is no 
knowing what would happen to it. 4 J oo 


85. The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta } of the 14th September has the 
The Pioneer onGossain's murder, 22/40Wing in connection with the Pioneer’s criticism 
_ _Of the Statesman’s leading article on theassassination 

of Norendra Nath Gossain in the Alipur Jai] :-— 
“ The sensational opinion of the Pioneer has startled both the Indian and 
e foreign statesmen. In giving out this opinion it has oye the 


impossible and the unexpected. ‘The Pj 
the murderers of weg toneer has expressed its sympathy with 
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greut consternation among the Anglo-Indian 
contemporary has taken to tasck the Anglishman and 
papers for the terms in which they spoke of the 
proper, The Statesman alias the Friend of India 
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{ ita 3 
is displeased with it but the Pioncer sticks to the opinion in spite of it. Is 
this not an unlooked for thing at the present time ? 

The opinion has no doubt caused an irritation to some men but it has 
pleased a very large number. ‘The Amirta Bazar Pairska is beside itself for 
Joy and would have the opinion written in letters of gold, etc. Other papers 
also have highly extolled the Pioneer for this expression of its opinion. 

No doubt the Pioneer has displayed a keenness which is worthy of all 
praise, for it has given expression to an opinion held by the Indians and all 
well-wishers of the Indian Government. We hope this brilliancy of its keen 
intellect will be permanent and may be the means of doing good to India and 
the Indian Government. : 

86. Referring to the good results of the boycott, the Nayak (Calcutta) of 
the 5th September quotes a letter written from 
England by Babu Phani Bhasan Banerjee, lately 
the Assistant Secretary, to the Anti-Circular Society, and published in the 
Sanjivani. lt says that on account of the great depression in the sale of the 
Manchester piece-goods, the mills are being often stopped, and the mill-owners 
are proposing to curtail the wages of the labourers. The latter, therefore, 
have become disaffected, and it seems that a strike is inmminent. Whatever 
may be the reasons for boycott, it is pretty sure that when, for want of 
occupation, the labourers of England will cry for bread, the attention 
of the British public will be attracted to the state of affairs here. 
The Anglo-Indian papers are persistently saying that the boycott has, 
in no way, affected the Manchester trade. This is absolutely false. A perusal 
of Phani Babu’s letter will convince the reader that much good result has 
been achieved by the boycott. In the struggle for national advance. 
ment, boycott is the chief weapon; and if the Indians can continue in this 
struggle for another six months, it is almost certain that they will come out 
victorious. Let the Bengali, in the name of God, disdainfully spurn the 
English cloth during the coming Puja and glory will earned by them. 

87. The Jaschar [Jessore}] of the 10th September observes that there 
are trying times both for individuals and nations 
when their powers require to be put to the test. 
Now at the time of the Puya the shops are full of 
foreign and swadesht things, and the buyers are chiefly Bengalis. Will they 
understand that they should not buy the foreign articles, as these have brought 
ruinonthem? The Bengalis, if they want to make themselves fit for the 
worship of the Mother, must examine their hearts first. 

Let them remember that their happiness, interest and luxury have all 
been presented at the Mother's feet as offerings.. It is now time for them to 
march on for removing their Mother’s so:rows. So let them show their power 
again. The world will then be astonished, and their own country glorified. 

88. In noticing the depression in the piece-goods manufacturing trade 
of Lancashire, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th 
September has the following :— 

Owing to the depression in the Lanchshire 
piece-goods trade, the manfacturers there have proposed a five per cent. reduc- 
tion in the wages of mill-hands and labourers. ‘These men are not agreeable ; 
rather they would leave work than accept reduction in wages, It would seen 
probable that ‘ten days hence 150,900 unemployed labourers will disturb the 
peace of England. The clamouring (literally thundering) of starviny men 
and women will be seriously felt in ngland. 

89. To be generous to a vanquished foe, says the Bihar Bandhu 
Swadeshi and the present LBassipere of the 12th September, shows good 
unrest. . reeding. One cannot be too generous to a nation 

which has surrendered itself to its conqueror simply 
relying on the latter’s good faith. It is therefore not only proper but necessary 
too for the rulers of this country to be kind to the Indians who have surrend 
themselves into the hands of the former relying on their good faith. The 
English have not conquered India but the Indians have placed themselves 
into their hands and it is therefore that they have always helped the English 


Good results of the boycott. 


An exhortation to boycott 
foreign things. 


Depression in the manufacturing 
trade of Lancashire, 


in times of difficulty, The faithful services rendered by the Indians to the 


English in times of difficulty, viz., during the seige of Arcot and the Indian 


rast et ~ Ge ae a Oe 
Lathe Se2 meek, ae} : } - Bab a, > P 
‘ tan R Ake F ; er . . Je 
ib ae Ss 5 rape Db . “ om “he —s - » ey or * ee : 
: ; Set Sn aia Te apatite ~~ ~~ Bis NAB ESS See eo . : 
i 


Mutiny, 41 
the root of 

If swe 
tion itself « 
this many | 
Even Lor« 
believe th: 
There is 1 
ness in or 
they are m 

There 
They say 
reply we vi 
for in the | 
to boycott 
So boycott 
means 1n]v 

There 
of the pres 

90. 


An exhort 


not appea 
Yajna (sa 
year forge 
foreign th 
Let there 
none the | 
91, 


The oonll 
beginning 
wide spre 

Note. 

its denizel 
92, 

The 


supply of 
the Tribu 
before th 
tives, or 1 
93. 


Swade 


sin than | 
purchases 
stick to il 
mentions 
great sac! 
those ge 
vow. Sy 
factories, 
people a 
to say th 
will be tk 
94, 


swadeshs | 
cites the 
its “ theor 
financiall 


/ 
/ 
/ 


ee 
, bao4 


Mutiny, are well-known. H an 
the root of the present aaa? ee a ee 
If swadesht be - mans are at 
ie | be considered as the cause why d 
ion itself contain & promise to stimulate ps y fa oes the late Queen’s sel 
this many Governors have expressed thei peaceful industry of India? B aie 
— — _" is for honest Pore ge ten seeps for the Pree ry 
elieve that the unrest isd | vce ing the cas } 
There is no doubt that sdue to swadeshi, or that th ee re 
; some narrow minded ere will be a 
ness in order to thr : 10 Officials h ; revolt. 
they are mistaken. row obstacles in the way of the oka yadbeowsse mean- 
n There are many men who would disti f vement but 
reply Bh Am + pumas sympathises nt go ge swadeshi and boycott 
id 8a we h : si06 ut ‘hates : 
for in the beginning of oy Long tn our lessons in boycott thom the Bog 
S boycott in order to drive away th a / , was the English who ty nglish, 
o boycott’ cannot be wooed J ndian cloth from the Engli —— 
means injury to the English et or the present unrest. - But *s market. 
, Resco: is only one way of ate of course it 
“The repressive policy. oving the unrest that is by the withd 
. The Bangavasi | Calcutta | of the 12th 5 sae 
Let there be a ue ce writes: — 
ete test th 
not appeased to the full. ee i sine Wak aioe “ee 
ajna (sacrifice) of service of Fh er sons could make full offeri other was 
ja forgetful of duty and of wits we last year. Let none Cane the 
a the things on the occasion of th rv en in the Mother's name fail to bo; _ 
a t = be no anger with or tinned orthcoming Puja to the full t pos Aa 
a 1e less that swadesht is a matte against any body, but let it be pclae ser 
i. Che Hindi Bangavasi [ necnads religion with all. | recognised 
- ee a] of the 14th Septemb 
ic . conflict between the o fot ete eae apprehends 
eginning EE Tinseshive ond aaa it ber the mill- 
wide — ruin of the cotton ind Khanduva furest ” (perhaps is to be the 
its de sone Say story of the cal dene : a 
ne to satisfy the God of Fi estruction of the Khanduva f . 
. Phe sharat Mitra | Cadeutt is told in the Mahabharat orest with 
° utta ] of the 12th S <u 
tion of its articles h eptember, in continu 
supply of cl _ _ traders enter i on the contracts which M nt 
the Ty ib cloth to the disadvantage of er into with English merch ig 
oe Ba ‘th nal of Arbitration aa re the former, criticizes the —_ oe 
2 e Tribunal either which the complainant is forbi sixth rule of 
ives, or to examine wit personally or by a plead forbidden to appear 
93. “Puja P wae a pleader, or other repr 
arohaese” fe the teal 7 presenta- 
Swadeshi and boycott [ Cantai Ing of an arti : 
: il of rticle in th 
si ies See cae ia Jo the 15th September. The pa . oe 
purcha ing @ vow, an ; ie readers that there cannot be a 
stiek na the journal reminds these Pp people have begun to > Grester 
mentions oe oe veoe: Sortie requests tad mores vow and Pro Ka “ 
great sacrifices. great men of the paurani o use only swadeshi arti i 
4 tat re ag int fy vo, dh 
ow. S§ or t 6 ¢ 
op of the ces gun nay to it to tat 
; r obser ; ro ee elr 
any that ft sie Sepals hon b i feels as if Herm Bpry ® and manu- 
will if the people go ad an awakening. Buti od is on the 
be thrown away go astray, all the effo Pid ut it makes it a point 
06. The Fite ca rts of men and blessings of G 
vadt [Calcutta] of the 1 1g8 . od 
Swad eshi. warns the Mar 6th September, in 4 leading articl 
swadeshi trade will ran by stands cloth-merchants of the ri hae? 
cites the cases — by making pa Ray fe — in the way of phere par, 
its” ertain . or : . an 
fnanciall? that the ices a cloth-concern erage € poses _ The paper 
ially benefited by th i were mistaken in thi is year, in proof’ of 
ee traders. The thinking that they wore 
: paper does not altogether 


An exhortation to boycott. 


The conflict in Lancashire. 


The cloth contract. 


! 


Baw@avast, 
Bept. 12th, 1008. 


HinpD! BawGavVAsi, 
Bept. 14th, 1908. 


BHARAT MITRa, 
Sept. 12th, 1908, 


NimAR, 
Sept. 15th, 1906, 


HiTavadi, 


Sept. 16th, 1908, . 


AYINA-I-CHITRA 
GUPTA, 


Bept. 7th, 1908. 


Navalivan, 
Sept. 9th, 1908. 


DaiLy Hitavan1, 
Sept, 9th, 1908, 


HITvaRTa, 
Sept. 10th, 1998. 


Sanivam, 
Sept. 10th, 1908, 


( 1674 ) 


believe the statement made by. the Press that in the coming winter Lancashire 
Mills will produce less than they have hitherto done, and thinks that it may he 
a dodge to tempt the Marwari traders to enter into large contracts with the 
expectation of a large profit on the ground of increase in prices in consequence 
of the decrease in the outturn. The writer finally exhorts the Marwaris not 
to put obstacles in the way of Indian progress, end also warns them that if the 
make an attempt to frustrate the object of swadesht agitation, not only will their 
attempt fail, but they will have also to suffer great loss. 

95. Referring to the meeting recently held by the Bihari (Hindu and 

ee Muhammadan) ministerial staff of the Patna Collec- 

a oe torate under the presidentship of Maulvi Hamid 
Serisbtadar, the Aytna-i-Chtira Gupta [Bankipur| of the 7th September 
says that the object of the mecting was to prevent the Biharis from taking 
any part in the present agitation in the country, and also to restrain their sons 
from doing 80. 

96. The Navajivan [Calcutta] of the 9th September exhorts tne people 

The Partition Da to remember the wrongs done and insults offered 
“ to the whole nation by Lord Curzon before his 
final departure from this country by partitioning Bengal, and that in doing 
this he trifled with the feelings of the people, and altogether ignored their 
unanimous protest. The paper says that the people will never forget the deep 
gash inflicted in their heart by partitioning Bengal. The ulcer cannot be 
healed, unless the root-causre of the evil is removed and the partition is undone 
or modified. ‘Time alone can never cure the disease, and the Bengalis 
will not forget the wrong they have suffered as a subject race. This Parti- 
tion Day has been recorded im the pages of the almanac to remiud the sons, 
grandsons and later descendants of the present generation how the prayer 
of the subject race was altogether ee The memorable Partition Day 
is fust approaching and the paper exnorts the people to be prepared to celebr- 
ate the 16th of October in a befitting manner. The writer observes that the 
day the people will hear that the national insult (partition) has been with- 
drawn, they will celebrate anew ceremony with redoubled energy, and learn 
— Englishmen dono scruplte to rectify an error committed by them even 
ong ago. 

97, The Daily Hitavadi [Calentta} of the 9th September writes that 

hie has tea erates the recent article in the London Times praising 

: the Aga Khan for his loyalty, will create disloyal- 
ty and discontent amongst educated Indians. because of the tone in which it 
refers to Tilak’s imprisonment. The Zimes by its references on the present 
occasion to Tilak’s punishment has only aggravated the mischief it did some 
time ago by dwelling on the might of the British sword. When will it 
learn that unrestrained language of this kind extolling a repressive police and 
decrying genuine patriotism is not conducive to conciliation ? 

98, Referring to the letter of Sir Ernest Cable to the Times of a“ 

a roposing the appointment of a Committee to 
a eakice into the ties noted in the margin, the 
Eitvaria {| Calcuéta] of the 10th September has the following :— 

Sir Earnest Cable is a wealth, merchant of Calcutta. He has become great 
by carrying on business in India. He has now turned his eyes to the orna- 
ments and trinkets (worn by women in this country), Even according to the 
Anglo-Indian version the annual earning of the Indians is only Rs. 16 per 
head, while that of the English is Rs. 4,500 per head, Still Mr. Cable has his 
eyes on the wealth of India. The paper further declares itself as against the 
proposal of Mr. Cable, who has suggested that the Indian wealth may be utilized 
in opening new railways, and extending the trade in hides, and observes 
that so long as any arrangement is not made by Government to check the 
export of grain etc., from this country, it would be wasting its wealth and 
ruining it‘altogether. 

99. The Sinjivani areeite of the 10th September pees to Mr. 

; Nardi’s meesaze, @dabhai Naroji’s message, remarks:— : 

rere ae the peials tires, advice contained 1D 


the message. The political leaders of Bengal have always followed the path 


indicated by Mr. Naroji. None—neither the rules nor the rulod—have ever 
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hi uccess in political struggles by adopting extreme measures, English- 
oon thought Pot establishing the supremacy of the people by beheading 
ake King, but everybody knows what terrible expiation they had to undergo 
when Charles IL came on the throne. History teaches the lesson that no one 
has come out triumphant by oppression. No Bengali can ever enteriain the 
‘dea that oppression or adoption of extreme measures will help the cause of 
their national progress. No nation can rise in the scale of ‘progress without 
patience, perseverance and self-sacrifice. It is one of the principal duties of 
the Indians to awaken the British conscience; and once the British conscience 

js roused, Eoglishmen and Indians will embrace each other as brothers. 
The writer concludes by} — 78 the roi ts of the people should be 

i towards bringing about that happy result. 
oe The Bouasin [Caleutta] of the 12th Septembe:, while prepared to 
admit that Mr. D. WNaroji’s recent message to 
Sir G. Clarke, to the effect that the carrying out 
of certain reforms will disperse the clouds now filling the Indian sky, contains 
a great deal of precious truth, cannot but recognise that it betrays an amount 
of deperdence on others, and a want of faith in the mintiness of the people 
of India themselves, which are altogether unjustifiable in view of the recent 
successes of the swadesht movement. . 

101. Commenting on Mr. Dadabhai Naroji’s recent massage to Sir G, 
Clarke, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th Sep- 
tember writes that it has no hope of the ‘* clouds 
new threatening the peaceful progress of India” dispersing, untii Government 
gives up its present policy of repression. One may indulge in all sorts of 


Mr. Naroji's message. 


Mr. Naroji # message. 


hopes, but one must recognise none the less that an army of detectives is no 


cure for unrest. | 
102. The Anusilan (Caleutta] of the 11th Septamber says that a prodigy 
of loyalty has suddenly appeared at Appal, in the 
called district of Saharanpur, in the United Provinces. 
In order to serve his own interests one _Monohar 
Lal has published a book called ‘‘ Appeal.” The mean-minded writer has 
surpassed Lord Macaulay and Lord Curzon in his vilification of the native 
character, and shows his loyalty in too flattering terms. Seeing that nobody 
subscribes to the book, the writer has sent a letter with a copy of the hook to 
each of the Government officials. The Magistrate of Dinajpur has invited 
the pleaders there to subscribe to the book. The authoritiss are requested 
to consider whether the action of the Magistrate was right or not. The just 
expiation for the traitor to the country and nation is to be burnt in slow fire. 


Publicstion of a book 
“‘ Appeal.” 


103. Referring to the reform scheme said to have been issued by the 


Emperor of China, the Hifavadi [Calcutta] of the 
11th September observes that the intention of the 
Emperor is to establish Parlimentary Government in his dominions. Two 
Empires on the east of Asia have realised the necessity and usefulness of 
Paraliamentary Government, and even the Sultan of Turkey bas granted one 
for his Empire. The pepe significantly asks Lord Morley if the Government 
of Ind‘a isto be carried on for ever on the present lines. : 
104, The Samay [Onlentia) of the 11th September commends the Amir of 

Ra ew Afghanistan for his recent order prohibiting the 
ae eee oe into his State of golden braids, /ungis 
and foot-wear, in order that his poor subjects 
migbt not waste money on their purchase, and asks for a similar order in India, 
105, Commenting on the happy results that have followed the establish- 
i for ment of the Turkish Parliament and the appoint- 
ar ee ment of Ministers from among the Christian 
| subjects of the Empire by the Sultan, the Hitavadi 

[Calcutta] of the 11th September strongly disputes the contention of English- 
men, including Lord Morley, that India ‘is not yet ripe fora Parliamentary 
form of Government, The contention of the oppositionists is made to rest 
on the ground that a country like India inhabited by men of diverse races 
and faiths is altogether unsuited for Parliamentary Government, But 
the recent example of Turkey is enough to demonstrate its hollowness, There 
was disunion among the Sultan’s Muhammadan and Christian subjects, 
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and conflict of interests caused friction between the people of different: faiths: 
but with the establishment of a Parliament and the appointment of Christian 
Ministers all causes of friction and feeling of racial antipathy have disappeared. 
The paper adds that the feeling of liberty elevates every man morally, 
and always help in unifying interests, and the establishment of a Parliamentary 
form of Government in India will bring out at the same happy results as it has 
done in Turkey. ; 

106. The Basumali [Calcutta] of the 12th September writes that the grant 

The Indian Musalmans in 7 " ray ea y . his 7 ok by go Sultan of 

Me va or urkey, the “Sick man” of Earo ‘filled the 
tevons of o beral Constitelice. a le world with exaliation: ‘Though the fact thet 
these rights have been secured by the people with very little effort has been a 
great surprise to the European Powers, who had hitherto held Oriental Monarchs 
to be excessively fond of power add oppression, it is undeniable that the 
entire Islamic world may legitimately take credit for the fact that the Turkish 

eople should have so easily obtained rights, to obtain which the Russians have 
been so loug shedding their blood ineffectually. 

The poasession of political power by the people as distinguished from 
the Sovereign hitherto used to. be almost the monopoly of Europe, at least in its 
fully developed form. Iu a germinal shape, however, the principle has now 
found acceptance in Turkey, Japan, Persia and China, and also in Northern 
Africa, Among Musalman nations this principle is likely to find acceptance 
more quickly than amongst any other, for no nation on earth can equal them 
in the practical acceptance of really democratic principles. Indian Musalmans 
too, by the way, are rejoicing at the grant of a Constitution to Turkey, a fact 
which shows that they are not opposed to the establishment of a Democratic 
form of Government in India, asked for by the Hindus. 

107. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th September, takes strong 

mahi oh Mies as Ce tion to the action of a section of the Kalighat 
ings at Kalighat. ~~ ~—~«-« S@baits prohibiting all political meetings and dis- 
cussions —swadesht or otherwise—within the temple 
compound. The paper emphatically denies the truth of the statement, made 
in certain quarters, that all the sebaits have unanimously agreed to prohibit 
political meetings within the temple precints and observes that they were 
not even aware of the existence of the movement, set on foot by some selfish 
and ‘irresponsible persons, before the newspapers gave publicity to the matter. 
It also points out that the temple at Kalighat is not the ancestral property of 
the sebaits and they have not the exclusive right in it. The public has also a 
right in the temple. Besides, the sebaits, asa body, are in no way bound to 
abide by the decision of a small and irresponsible section among them, ‘The 
identity of the individual who is the author of the notice of prohibition is 
not known and he has not the courage to come out before the public in his 
own name. It is surmised by some people that the author of the notice is 
none else than Babu Hari Das Haldar, the extremist.: — | 

The Hindu Sastras interdict sedition and revolution as a great sin and the 
popes believes in this Sastric injunction; but it does not believe that the 

olding of swadeshi meetings, discussion of politics, making efforts for 
reviving and fostering industries, or boycotting British goods constitute 
sedition or revolution. Discussions on these subjects are surely not discus- 
sions on bomb manufacture. The paper is very hard upon the man who has 
issued the anonymous circular and places him in the category of persons 
who are frightened by the frowns of the authorities and who are altogether 
demoralised even by a single police search. The writer significantly asks 
for the reason why so much activity is shown to secure the good will of the 
police and praise of the Anglo-Indian Journals. 

108. The Sandhya [ wena of the 1lth September oo Regen 

, extolling Kanai, the name of Sri Krishna in 

Pa eee ot eee popular Bengali, in terms which though primarily 
meant for the Divine Kanai may apply to the Kanai who lately shot Naren 
Gossain dead. The advent of a Kanai, it is remarked, has always been 
necessary to the acoomplishment of any great work in Bengal. A succession 
of Kanais in-the past has come and infused enthusiasm in different eras 


into the Bengali people, and new Kanais are yet to appear. Kanai knows ; 
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‘9 Himself and so dying to make others live, -To Him death is life. 
ctodesy by showing men tae a 2° way of death how to appease the 
conflict between life and. death. kanal can easily afford to support tLe 
Gobardhan hill on his little finger ; supporting the heavy burden (literally 
Mount Gobardhan) of the shame of a Murderer of men laughingly on his 
cnoer, Kanai can sacrifice His much-loved life. Has He not said to Arjun— 
The soul cannot be severed by weapons nor consumed by fire? Because of 
Kanai’s advent, our race is sanctified and our Mother is gratified and sanctified, 
What shall we say more? Prove ee a Protector of the poor in life 

i th, in generation after generation. : 
a: 100, ‘ Reberting to the presentation of a sword by Government to Maulvi 
Abdul Karim of Barabanki the other day for the 
service rendered by him in connection with the 
capture of a number of a dacoits infesting that district the Hinds Bangavast 
[Calcutta] of the 14th September, exclaims :—Does not this presentation show 
the need and advantage of having a sword with every disarmed house-holder 
in these days of thefts and dacoities ? 


The object lesson of a sword. 


Uriya PApers. 


110. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 8th August is glad to learn from 


its contemporary of the U¢kalvast that the Raja of 
Uriya substituted for Teluguin SGyrangi in Ganjam has issued an order substituting 
Surangi in Gapjam. : aie 


the, Uriya for the Telugu, as tho language of his 

Court. This order is a reasonable one. Itis hoped that the other Rajas of 
the Ganjam district will follow the example of Surangi. 

111. The Utkaldipiza [Cuttack] of the 8th August does not approve of the 

| refusal of Mrs. Reba Rai to amalgamate her girls’ 

Mrs. Rai's refusal to amal- gchool with the Ravenshaw Hindu Girls’ School, 

Bee at Sent the Raven Cuttack, as suggested by the Director of Public 

Instruction, Bengal, and hopes that she will 

reconsider the matter. 

112, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 8th August states that a sum of 

as Rs. 103-5-9 was sent to Mr. M.S. Das, 0.1-£., by 

Carcerality of the Utkal Samaj, the Utkal Samaj, Calcutta, for expenditure on 

| famine relief works in Orissa. 

113. Tho Puri correspondent of the Utkaldipika ([Cuttack} of the 8th 

7 - August states that on the 2lat of July last a poor 

near Peni tilled by 8 passing train ~man of the Bauri caste, while crossing the railway 


_ line near Damodarpur, adjacent to the Puri town, 
was overtaken by a passing train and killed, 


114. The Utkaldipike B eaaggs of the 8th August states that Syed 
Unostentations liberslity of s; — _ Saheb, a en of Uri R vo 
: ibe in Cuttac ives &@ mon allowance of Ks, 3 to 

en oP “— —— each of the Nineties 7 widows in Cuttack, that 
he walks in every street and sees with his own eyes the famished persons 
and gives help to those who, in his opinion, deserve it. He has also opened an 
Annachhatra in Baxibazar, which supplies food to many. ‘The special feature 


of his liberality is that he gives help to the poor in an unostentatious 
manner. 


115. ‘Lhe wields [Oettenk of the 8th August seine, that “ag sha 
ever and diarrhea prevail in the Cuttack town 
Cholera and fever in Cuttack. an d th at five deaths em attributed to the same. 


116. The Puri correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 8th 
Public health in Pari. August states that the general health of the Puri 


town 18 good. 


117. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 8th August states‘that the general 
his wicitheein ele rainfall in all the parts o ‘Orissa in the last week 
was on the whole satisfactory. 
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Urxatprere, 118. The Puri correspondent of the Utkaldiptka [Cuttack] of the 8th 

Avg. 6th, 1908. . August states that the affairs of the Puri Temple 
_The management of the Pori are being managed properly without any hitch or 

ioe hindrance. | 

UTS ALDIPIKA, - ii di ail " ‘a ‘ 119. The J Saat dee [Cuttack] of the 8th 

Aug. 8th, 1908. @ propo make in ian | st, approves O e pro osal to make I di 
Savy Ooendl. Jodges ‘sit in the sak: Colonial Judges sit “4 the Privy Oeeaell in 
| England, and observes that this will help the 
administration of justice. | | 

Uregrpreima, 120. Referring to oe of Lord ——, in the House of,Lords the 

Aug. 8th, 1908, pe n1 

6 ens sisiiin: ania ae te bts a gm [Cuttack} of the 8th August points out 


it is the intention of the authorities in 
! England to change the course of education in India, 
because a large number of educated men in India have proved disaffected to 
Government and observes that Government is wrong in thinking that true 
education can lead to any other than good results. The cause of the evil must 
be found out elsewhere. | 


disaffection. 


Urkauprrtxa, 121. The Utkaldipika geod of the 8th August states that a meeting 
O 


Aug. Sib, 1008, 


the Executive Committee of the Orissa Associa- 
tion. was held to discuss the provisions of the 
: Revision Settlement Bill, which was referred to it 
for opinion, and that the members of the Committee were unanimously of 
opinion that the Bill was not necessary at all. Section 145 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure and section 9 of the Specific Relief Act will meet all the 
necessary requirements of the Bill. 


SAMBALPCR 122. The Sambalpur Hitatshini | Bamra] of the 8th August states that the 

ee experiment of separating the Judicial from the 
the Judicial from the Executive Executive function of a District Officer is being 
fenstion of 0 District Officer, tried in Midnapore and 24-Parganas by the 
a en appointment of an Additional Magistrate to look 
after the judicial portion of a District Officer’s duties, The Additional Magie- 
trates will lose their independence if they are placed in any way under the 
District Officers. 


SaMBALrUR 123. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 8th August does not 
age age approve of the proposal of the Director of Public 
The oo of Sneeneneting Instruction, Bengal, to amalgamate Mrs, Reba Rai’s 

tr aig, hoes in Cuttack, not Girls’ School with the Ravenshaw Hindu Girls’ 

School in Cuttack, on the ground that there is 
ample room in that town for the two institutions to work out. their respective 


Revision Settlement Bill not at 
all necessary. : 


objects. 
S.MBALPOR 124. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of.the 8th August states that the 
Hita toni, sli Angul district authorities are again giving ‘accavt 
ne ae advances to the people of that district, who are 
relieved to a great extent by the good arrangements made by the authorities 
concerned there. The writer questions the truth of the statement made by the - 
Garjatbasini that the people in some parts of the Angul district are living upon 
mango stones. | 
Semperree 125. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 8th August states that 
Aug, 8th, 1908. Ohideie te Anand on prevails in several parts of the 
SauBatrur, 126. The Sumbalpur Hitatshini [Bamra] of the 8th August states -_ 
aug. 8th, 1968, Dishes ‘taaatihs ten Basen. oo nee bs aay abated in Debgarh, the capita 
Simpson 127. The Sambalpur Hitaishint [Bamra] of 


Hitatenter, The weather and agricultural the 8th Aucust states that the rainfall in that State 
oe eee eee having Te poh the prospects of the standing 

crops are hopeful. 
SaMsaLPcn 138. The Sambalpur Hitatshini Denes) of the 8th August mourus the 
a © andit Markandeya Tarkaratna, who was 


, death of 
“om er tee temine  Makashige leaeeed upon as a star in the literary firmament of 
rissa, 
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‘ne to the strike of the mill hands in Bombay and the 
a deplorable results to which it led, the Sambalpur 


The strike of mill hands and the = FA ¢gishins [Basie of the 8th. August states that | 


consequent unrest in Bombay. those who create 


severely punished. _—- 
“a Rotating to the election of a member by the Orissa District Board 
for the Bengal Legislative Council, the Sambalpur 
The candidature of Mr. M.8. F7itaishing [ Bamra | of the 8th August, advocates the 
Das, ¢.1.5-, advocate, candidature of Mr. M. §. Das, c.1.z., who is looked 
as the best of all the candidates. 
eee 1, The Uriya and Navasamvad [ et were of the 12th August states that. 
, _ night schools have been opened at Barakhemundi 
Night schools in Barakhemundl. + Goniam under the patronage of the Raja of that 
State for imparting instruction to the illiterate labourers in that State. Such 
schools should be opened in other parts of Orissa. 
132, Referring to the fact that Mr. Tilak will have to undergo the 
remitted portion of his old seatence in addition 
A slight sympathy with Mr. ¢ 9 the new sentence, the Uriya and Navasamvad 
— : ‘Balasore] of the 12th August states that this 
additional burden need not have been imposed on his weary shoulders. - 
133. A Bhograi correspondent of the Oriya and Navasimvad [Balasore | of 
the 12th, August brings to the notice of the 
An appeal to the charity of aythorities that the famished men and women in 
er that thana of the Balasore district are suffering 
much from want of clothes, and appeals to the charity of Government to supply 
each of them with a piece of cloth. | ~ 
134, The Uriya and Navasamvad [{ Balasore] of the 12th August states that 
_gufficient rain hus fallen in the Balasore district, and 
m. weather and agriculturein that the agricultural operations are in full swing, 
alasore. ° ° 
though more water is required for the tanks. 
135. The Uriya and Nuvasamvad [ Balasore] of the 12th August gives the 
proceedings of a meeting of the Calcutta Utkaliya 
ea eating OF the Calcutta Samaj, which was held at ‘‘Pantir Math” in Corn- 
alia Samaj in Calcutta. , ° 
2 wallis Street, Calcutta. The proceedings opened 
with an Uriya national song, after which Mr. M.S. Das, c.1.E., was voted to the 
chair. Mr. Das explained that the object of the meeting was to discuss the best 
way whereby the wants of Orissa may be removed. Mr. Das fully explained the 
object of the ‘* Utkal Union Conference,” which he said was a successful insti- 
tution in Orissa, with which the Calcutta Samaj might act in concert. Mr. Das 


such unrest in that province 


was followed by Mr. Bholanath Samantara, who advised the Calcutta Uriyas © 


tu keep themselves aloof from politics, as too much labour was required to 
restore the fallen industries of their mother-land. With a short speech from 
” Krishna Mohan Patnaik, the proceedings of the meeting were brought to a 
close. 
136. Referring to the fact sea the Sultan of Turkey a ag vt -“ 
.. generously granted a constitutional form o 
Por pa atepabei cue Cae ee people, the Samvad Vahika 
| osc be the 13th August observes that certain 
changes in the forms of government have become inevitable in Asia. Ja 
already enjoys a constitutional form of government, and has distinguished 
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SAMVAD V4HIKA, 


Aug, 18th, 1908, 


herself among the nations of the world. China, Persia and Turkey hanker — 


after constitutional forms of government. Those who oppose constitutional 
forms of Government should study better the signs of the time. Many eminent 
Englishmen, who hold that in India the land of diverse races and creeds, 
self-government is impossible, do not base their views on solid grounds, If 
Turkey, which is smaller than India, could secure self-government as a free 
gift from its wise Sovereign, what prevents the enlightened Englishmen from 
granting the same gift to the Indians, who are in no way inferior to the Turks ? 
137. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 13th August recommends the 

_, System of realising Municipal rates for any quarter 

my mite ayeem of veslising within that quarter, i by the Calcutta 
the Balasore Municipality, |. Municipality, for adoption by the Balasore Munici- 
| pality, which realises its Municipal rates for any 


SAMVAD VamIKs 


Aug, 13th, 1908, 
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quarter within the first two weeks of that quarter much to the inconvenience 


its rate-payers, 
Sauvan Vantaa, = 138, iT e Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 13th August states that 


Aug. 18th, 1908, Pandit Panchanan Tarkaratna and six others, who 


A query in connection with the 144 een arrested in connection with the 
saseees a umedcontnct Kankinara bomb outrage, have been discharged 
for want of evidence, and asks ‘‘ who will be responmble for the injury done to 
these gentlemen ? ” | | 


Savin Vab-xA, 139. Referring to the good arrangements made by the Bombay Govern- 


Aug. 18th, 1908. : ment for the convenience of pilgrims proceedin 
Phin Pm g aye ey by the to the Hedjaz from HKombay, gh se Vahike 
ee Beng! [Balasore] of the 13th August suggests that the 
re overnment of Eastern Bengal and Assam should 
also make similar arrangements for the convenience of pilgrims proceeding to 
the same spot from the port of Chittagong. 

Samvad Vanixs, 140. The Samvad Vaktka (Balasore) of the 13th August complains that 

— a new postal peon in the Jajpur town is giving 


seh aera saa away letters to persons other than the addressees, and 

that this causes much inconvenience to the public. _ ; 
Sauvan VAHIEA, 141. Referring to a statement of tne Utkaibass that the mandia crop 
A ug. 18th , 1908. proved a great help to the famished people in 


The cultivation of mandia Ganjam, the Samvad Vahika (| Balasore , of the 13th 
— the people of August regrets to say that the people of the 
Balasore district do not cultivate this crop and 


hopes that they will learn to cultivate it in future. 


Sauvap Vanina, 142, The Jajpur correspondent of the Samvad Vahtka‘' Balasore) of the 
Aug, 18th, 1908, oe ee, 13th August states that rice sells at five seers, 
Pe = aa of rice and paddy hyd (broken rice) at eight seers and Rangoon 


paddy at 112 seers per rupee in that subdivision of 
the Cuttack district. 


Saneva antes 143. The Samvad Vahika Leaman of the 13th August states that 
— “ie h, many acres 0 cultivable land in Ghatal in the 
Pins ny coer useless by district of Midnapore have been made useless b 


flood-water issuing from the river Silabati throug 
a breach in one of its embankmerts. 


Samvap, Vauixa, 144. The Samvad Vahika reg 90 | of the 138th July mourns the death 
ry oe ee. Wo tooo of Babu Raghunath Das, M.a., B.L., the well-known 
Das, moans of Baba Raghunath leader of Midnapore. He was the Vice-Chairman 


__ of the Midnapore District Board and the Chairman 
of the Midnapore Municipality. 


pet ag 145, Referring to the trial and conviction of Mr. Tilak the Samvad 
alban ii ceils dea ts be Vahska ( Balasore} of the 13th August supports the 
the Tilak trial. my "speech of Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, delivered 


at the College Square, Calcutta, and observes that 


in such trials the majority of the jury should consist of gentlemen, who under- 
stand the vernacular of the country. 


BauvaD Vauixa, 146. The Samvad Vaitka [Balasore] of the 13th August regrets to point 
Aug. 18th, 1908, iis ok we te out that the servants of the Balasore Municipality 
Municipal servants. “ore do not receive their salaries praeieeny: and ure 

therefore in great distress. This is simply intoler- 


able, as the prices of foodestuffs are ver high. The Municipality 1s requested 
to take immediate steps to remove this grievance, The liberal policy of the 
Calcutta Municipality, which has granted grain compensation allowance to its 
whole-time servants, is held out as a model for imitation by the Balasore 


Municipality. 
eee Fett 147. A correspondent of the Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 13th 
" “3 a August states that several of the Municipal roads 
Meuldaia. the Balasore in Balasore are not yet metalled and that many — 


of the drains are not yet cleansed. Several bridges 
in the town are not yet repaired. The condition of Mallikuspur, Chandragun, 

Matha Sahi, Daptan Sahi, Chaudhuri Sahi and a few other lanes is simply 
deplorable. No.one can walk on those lanes in a dark night. It is clear that 
the Balasore Municipality is not discharging its duties satisfactorily. 
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_ Bholanath Samantara writes to the Samvad Vahika [Balasore] 
er of the 138th August, that the Utkaliya Samaj ol 

Reflection on the state of the (Cagleutta is doing very good work under the 
Uriyas in Calcutta. 
Mohan Patnaik, Balkrishna Mahanti and Padma Charan Mahanti. The Uriyas 
of Calcutta, whose number is very large and who are generally drawn from 
the working classes of people in Orissa, are being moulded into one national 
and loyal body through the exertions of the Utkaliya Samaj and this sturdy 
and loyal body in Calcutta will stand out in relief as a striking contrast to 
the other body: of Indians in that metropolis, which is being swayed by the 
Bande Mataram, but whose loyalty 1s of ave gr orn value. It is satisfactory 
to find that the Uriyas of Calcutta have kept themselves aloof from the baneful 
effects of civilisation and are clad and dressed in humbler garbs. Thoug 
humble, they are so useful and necessary, that if they strike work even for one 
day, the organisations of ail the constitutions, institutions and machineries in 
the metropolis will be unusually disturbed. 


149. -A Jaula correspondent of the Nilachal Samachar [Puri] of the 14th ger rg 


ae August. states that the road between Jaula and 
nia mad ine bard, a J atni in the Khurda Subdivision of the Puri 
Puri. district is in a very had state of repair, that 
the small rivulet, which cuts the road midway becomes impassable in the rainy 
season, and that many persons in their rash attempt to cross the streamlet in 
that season lost their lives. The authorities concerned are therefore requested 
to pay prompt attention to the matter and repair the road thoroughly as soon 
as practicable. 


150. The Nilachal Samachar [ Puri ]of the 14th August states that a meeting Nmcmt Samscmas, 


Aug, 1éth, 1908, 


sentient held in the Town Hall of Puri, with the object 
against the abolition of law classes Of considering the steps which should be taken 
from the Ravenshaw College. with regard to the abolition of the law classes from 
Cale the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. It was attended 
by a large number of gentlemen, including zamindars and merchants. It was 
unanimously resolved to submit a memorial to the Government on the subject, 
praying that steps be taken to re-establish the law classes in that College under 
the new system. 


151. The Nélachal Samachar | Puri] of the 14th August mourns the death Niacmat Samscuas, 


of Maulvi Khoda Bux of Hyderabad who was a 
Virtuous man and a patron of learning. The 
public library at Bankipore testifies to his love of 
learning. The Muhammadan community has gustained great loss by his death, 
May the bereaved family of the Maulvi be blessed with courage to pass 
steadily through this vale of tears. 

152. Referring to the fact that the Amir of Kabul has prohibited the 
export of food-grains from his country in view of 
the dearness of food-stuffs therein, the Garjatbasins 
bees (‘Valcher] of the 15th August regrets that such 
prohibition is not resorted to in India. 

153. The Garjatbasini ga of bn 15th August thanks Sir Andrew 

| ; _ #¥aser, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, for 
G caer tone having established an agricultural school at Savar 
near ,Bhagalpur, and hopes that it will do some 


: 154. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 15th 
cae % eee ot ee August etates that fruits and roots, available in 
the rainy season, have lessened the rigour of 


The demise of Maulvi Khoda 
Bux mourned. 


Suggestion to f:llow the «xample 
of the Amir of Kabul. 


good to the country. 


famine in Talcher. 
15», The Girjathasin’ [Talcher] of the 15th August states that the 


_ The pleasuresof Gama purnima : 
in Talcher spoiled by hey rain, 29 & day of pleasure, and on which the cultivators 


feed and clothe their plough bullocks, could not 


nen assuch in Talcher, owing to a heavy rainfall in that State on 


guidance of its energetic leaders, Babus Krishna 


Gamapurnima day, which is observed in Orissa 
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156. The Garjatbasint [Talcher] of the 1th August thanks the Raj 

. haiedns of Athgarh for his noble exertions a 

Relief measures adoptéd in relieving the distress of his people. He is spend- 
Athgarh. ing all sorts of funds at his disposal to save bis 


people from a dire famine. — 
157. The Garjatbasint Lteher of the 15th August states that rice is 
me ma a oD es ag to toe eee a o Marhi, 
Relief measures adop in uban, apur, Gengutia and other villages in 
— the Dhenkanal State. ies 
158. The Garjatbasint [Talcher] of the 15th August states that the 
_ Raja of Tigiria is taking all necessary measures 
— measures adopted 12 to yelieve the sufferings of his famine-stricken 
_— subjects. 
159. The Garjatbasini [Talcher | cf the 15th August states that in Bargarh 
_ bout 100 persons are taking their meals every day 
Rann: measures adopted in at the Rajas Annachhatra, that pice and rice are | 
 , being distributed to the yore people, and that the 
Raja is excavating and re-excavating many tanks in his State to give work to 
the poor. The maize, sua and other products of the rainy season have also 
relieved the distress of the people to a great extent. 
160. The Barpali correspondent of the Garjatbasint ['Talcher] of the 15th 
; August states that ogg people in the Barpali garh 
Fever in Barpali. are dying of fever, which is induced by eating 
cucumbers, phutes (melons) and other unwholesome fruits under the pressure 
of hunger. 
16 1. The Garjatbasini [Talcher]of the 15th August states. that cholera 
. prevails in certain parts of the Talcher State 
_ Saee e Sener ee Dhen- and that it hus not as yet disappeared from 
Dhenkanal. 3 
162. The Garatbasint [Talcher] of the 15th 
August states that cholera prevails in Bargarh, 
163. The Garjatbasint (Talcher) of the 15th August states that fever, 
diarrhoea, and cholera prevail in the Cuttack 
town. 
164. The Garjatbasint Talcher] of the 15th August advises the District 
nies a of Orissa to elect 0h .. S. a a = 
fod fore acer ie ie oom, =the vacant seat in the Bengal Legislative Counci 
ad io," the Benge! and observes that he is the only gentleman in 
Orissa, who enjoys the confidence of the largest 
number of Uriyas. 


Cholerain Bargarh. 


Fever and cholera in Cuttack. 
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Il.—-H ome ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)—Police. 


1106. Commenting on the Bengal Police Administration Report for 
1908, the Hindoo Patriot says:— 

The administration of the Dis- ‘‘The popularity of all Government depends 
aa Te ee to a great extent upon the smooth working of the 
machinery of Police. In the early days of British rule, when the country was 
infested with thieves and high-way robbers, thugs and dacoits, it was the 
efficient Police administration that freed the country from their depredations 
and secured peace and good order for its people. It was thus that security of 
life and property came to be recognised as the greatest boons of the British 
Government. Gufortunately, at the present time, the Police seems to be in 
bad odour with the people and looked upon more as an se of terror than 
the guardian of the public. Good and inoffensive people would shun the 
Police as the scarlet fever and would much rather bear wrongs without com- 
plaint than bring them to the cognizance of the Police. The authorities are 
spending money like water for the reorganization of the Police, but yet the 
desired reform has not been carried out, though it can not be denied that there 
has been a perceptible improvement in the direction of reform. . . . , 


‘$Tt is, however, satisfactory to learn that accusations of extortion have 
gone down in number, and if such a state of ee continues in the future, 
the large expenditure incurred on the Department will, to a measurable extent, 
be recompensed. But unless and until the Police secures the good will of the 
people and comes to be recognised as their friend, and not insidious enemy, 
the money spent cannot be regarded as good investment.” eo er we 


‘It is to be regretted that last year the number of reported cognisable 
cases were in excess over that which is reg ster2d as the average for the past 
decade. Serious crimes against the person of individuals show diminution to a 
certain extent, but the number of murder cases far exceed: d that of the previous 
year, being 306 against 284 in 1906 It may hardly be said to speak well 
of the efficiency of the Police that 180 of these cases should come before the 
Court and of them only 43 per cent. should end in conviction.” 


In conclusion the journal thinks it is a mistake to have up-country mn 
as constables iz the villages of Bengal, as they have little or no idea of the 
conditions that prevail in the villages in this province and so find themselves 
quite unequal to the task of preventing crime, which has become so rife in 
these days. When local men used to be employed as chaukidars crime was 
not so much on the increase as at present. If the old order of things be 
restored, some improvement in this direction may be expected. 

1107. Bande Mataram observes that the cruelty which the Indian members 

Shc lnnsen of Dkdeneess of the Midnapore Police are reported to have been 
; practising upon thelr own countrymen ma 
emboljen the Englishman to ask whether the people are going to establish 
Swaraj with such materials? But the journal declares that this very fact is the 
secret of the success of an alien despotism in the country. af the rulers 
had experienced no difficulty in creating dissensions among the people, could 
they have repressed their aspirations with so much ease? 
1108, Bande Mataram thanks the Englishman for having raised the ques- 
ne _ tion whether it is possible to have self-rule with 
ou such as the Indian section of the Midnapore 
olice. — 

‘‘ The admission of the bureaucracy and its organs that the people cannot 
establish self-rule with profit to themselves with men 98 their servants who 
prove such failures from the popular point of view, only shows that in the 
interests of humanity and civilization these men should now be made to serve 
their country and not some alien masters, So many of God’s good men have 
to suppress all their honourable motives and surrender their. liberty of action 
for the poor return only of a few mouthfuls. They are feet of clay with 
which a foreign bureaucracy makes its ugly strides; viz., repressing the people 
and making their lives miserable as is now being done at Midnapore. Indians 
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set to repress Indians—an sight repulsive both to God and man. It is self-rulo 


alone that can cover the iniquity and shame of this disgusting scene, The 
heart and the soul is being starved for the needs of the body which, according 
to the people’s standard of living, can be kept ona handful of vegetables, and 
thus the progress of humanity and civilization is being sadly retarded through 
India’s abject political condition.” ) 


(b,—— Working of the Courts, 


1109. The Bengalee reverting to the situation at Midnapore, is glad to 
learn that the Hon’ble Mr. Duke, Chief Secretary, 
aid a visit to the town and had a conference with 
Mr. Weston and other officials. But things are evidently going from bad to 
worse, and the disclosures that have been made in Court ought to open the eyes 
of the Government to the proceedings of the Police and the Jail authorities. 
It has been the general practice to afford every facility for consultation 
between under-trial prisoners detained in the lock-up and their Counsel. The 
practice is based upon the highest considerations of justice; for under-trial 
prisoners must be presumed to be innocent, and they are entitled to the fullest 
opportunity to vindicate their innocence. In Midnapore it appears that instead 
of the usual facilities the local authorities did their best to preveat consultation 
between the prisoners and their Counsel. | 

From the disclosures that have been made it would appear that it is not 
so much the prisoners as some of their prosecutors who are on their trial. 

1110. In connection with the Midnapore arrests, the Amrita Bazar 
ia a smbroglio ~ 2értka Observes that the proceedings in Court 
was brought about.. «Show that the so-called bomb discovered in the 

record-room was an ordinary bomb which could be 
had in the bazar or be prepared at home, and that there was not an atom of 
picric acid in it. The journal enquires whether the Government was aware of 
this fact. Secondy, the journal «sserts, any man could find for himself, by 
an inspection of the sedaed testi, that it is the easiest thing possible fer an out- 
sider to place a bomb there either through the broken window or by unlocking 
the door, Was the Government aware of this fact also? The same remarks also 
apply to the bomb which was discovered in Santosh’s battak-khana, as well as 
to the particular place where it wasfound. As regards the two ‘‘active 
extremists” there it is not a scrap of evidence in the record to show that 
Nikunja had “the bomb prepared by Surendra Nath Mukerjee to throw it at 
the Magistrate.” The journal further enquires how, in the face of these cir- 
cumstances, the Local Goveanment could grant sanction for prosecution of 
these men under the Explosives Act, and whether the Advocate-General was 
consulted in the matter ? 
1111. Reverting to the Midnapore arrests, the Amrita Bazar Patrika is of 
_ opinion that such a thing may happen any day in 
i Me ent ackee® any Indian district and the experiences o Midna- 
ore repeated all over India. Like Maulvi Muzahar 
ul Huq, any subordinate polide ofiicer may, without running any risks, submit 
a report incriminating ‘‘so-and-so” ina bomb conspiracy and any Joint- 
Magistrate, like Mr. Nelson, of Midnapore, may issue warrants of arrest. 
Maharajas, Rajas and educated men of the district may then be arrested indis- 
criminately, irrespective of their high positions and spotless antecedents or the 
—— absurdity of the whole thing, and made to rot in a felon’s cell for days 
and weeks together. If this has been possible in Midnapore, under the super- 
vision of an experienced and wide-awake Magistrate like Mr. Weston, there 183 
no wonder if the same tragedy is played in every district of India. i 
1112. Apropos of the Midnaporo affair, the Bengalee declares it 16 80 
much the worse for all concerned, if as according to 
the Englishman, no one was prosecuted without 
orders from Calcutta. It is one thing for subordinate officials to commit — 
mistakes, but such mistakes assume », different character and complexion when 
committed by higher officials. Inthe present case, it is possible that the 
Local Goverment ranctioned the prosecutions merely as a matter of form. 


The situation at Midnapore. 


The Midnapore affair. 
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ee ) 
What the public want is that in such cases the sanction of Government should 
he something more than merely a formal affair. No prosecution ougkt to be 
sanctioned’ until and unless the Government has found reasonable ground to 
believe, not only that such prosecutions are likely to be successful, but that 
they are necessary. | | . — 
1113. The Amrita Bazar Patrika observes that the refusal of’ the bail 
applications of all the accused in the Midnapore 
The Midnapore affair, /§ © bomb conspiracy case has proved most disastrous 
to the accused. They are only under-trial prisoners, yet they are 
receiving treatment which is hardly accorded even to hardened criminals. 
Contrary to the jail rules they are punished with solitary confinement, 
made to eat jail food and are deprived the privilege of procuring their 
own bedding and clothes. Consequently the Raja and other respectable 
people are showing alarming signs of mental derangement. ‘The journal 
appeals to Sir Andrew Fraser and the Hon’ble Mr. luke who, though they 
have sanctioned the prosecution from a sense of duty, are incapable of 
tolerating proceedings which are calculated to unhinge the minds of human 
beings. 
| 1114, According to the Bengalee the report of an interview between the 
Iie Statesman’s special correspondent at Midnapore 
| ng and Mr. Dunald Weston makes it absolutely clear 
thut Mr, Weston cannot boast of having an open mind on the subject of the 
conspiracy. In fact his mind is already made up. He believes in the Police 
version of the affair as unhesitatingly and as completely as the Police themselves. 
That, the journal feels hound to say, is not the proper attitude for an cfficer 
who, so far as his own jurisdiction is concerned, is the representative of the 
Government. Hitherto the journal has only expressed a sort of general opinion 
that the alleged conspiracy, baving been formed against Mr. Weston himself, 
that officer could not be expected to take a calm view of the situation. This 
interview however shows that he is not only incapable of taking a calm view, 
but of taking any view at all. | ne 
1115. The Hindoo Patriot is of opinion that the facts disclosed during the 
rie proceedings in the Midnapore Bomb case necessitate 
- that allegations made on both sides should be put 
to a manger ye | test so that the result will place the public in possession of the 
real facts of the case. Grave charges have been made by the Government 
against persons of light and leading in Midnapore, and the result will establish 
the truth or otherwise of the charges. At the same time, the case for the 
prosecution has not yet been placed before the Court nor has any positive 
evidence been adduced in support of the charges that have deprived su many 
men of personal liberty. The journal hopes to hear soon of the sub- 


stantial grounds on which the authorities rely in proving the case for the 
prosecution. 


/ 


1116. Adverting tothe Midnapore arrests, Bande Mataram declares that the pisps mar.nix. 


refusal of the request of Counsel for the Raja to 
Saapension of Hakone Gorge, permit his client - be confined in his own pes 
under proper police surveillance, shows that those on whom the Police once lay 
their hands must suffer irrespective of their guilt. ‘This procedure is pemoee 
ane persisted in to inspire the old dread for the Police in the people, and which, 
it 18 feared, has considerably diminished of late. The people are once more to be 
impressed with the immense power which the bureaucracy has in its possession 
to repress and crush them at any moment. Imprisonment before trial is an 


~—, on the freedom of the person which is now obsolete except perhaps 
ndia. | | 


(h)— General, 


1117. ‘lhe Bengalee regards it as, a happy sign of the times ~ - 
as countrymen, notwithstanding the crisis throu 
forere eye aTeenas District Cone Which they ive passing, continue their work for the 
public good with unabated enthusiasm. It is 
a tribute to their firmness and an infallible index of their determination to 


persevere in those paths of peaceful and constitutional progress, wherein lies the 
true salvation of the ssunley. ve i acl 
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The protest against the partition of Bengal will be renewed by the. 
Conference. Wherever and whonever a number of ry ae meet for any 
ublic purpose, they cannot forget the partition of their Motherland. It sits 
ike a nightmare upon their troubled bosom. Call it a mere sentiment if you 
like, give it what name you please, but there it is, deep-seated in the hearts 
of the people a feeling which must find expression in every public function of 
any importance. With Lord Morley it is a settled fact; with them it is a fact 
that must be unsettled, and for the good of the rulers and the ruled alike, the 


earlier the better. 


The all-absorbing Swadeshi-boycott question will also engage the attention 
of the Conference. ) 
1118, The Bengalee and Amrita Bazar Patrika protest against the 
dismissal of the clerk of the Khulna Collectorate for 
alleged prevarication in his deposition before the 
Joint-Magistrate of Alipore in the Bomb case. It is regarded as a glaring 
instance of injustice and hardship. The general impression is that had it not 
been for the nature of the case in which he was cited as a witness, his punish- 
ment would have been much lighter. 
1119. The Hindoo Patriot is of opinion that the abnormal rise in prices 
eee during the last quarter of a century is closely 
here cbnormal rise in prices at connected with the simultaneous fall in the value 
ef silver. It is the artificial inflation of the rupee 
that is responsible for the real. mischief. If the intrinsic value of the rupee 
had heen the same as its face value, the present rise in prices would have 
been obviated. All economists agree that the metal chosen as money should 
— an intrinsic value of its own which should be equal to its face value, 
es3 the coining charges. But it is superfluous to say that, at the present 
time, the intrinsic value of the rupee is far below its face value. Under the 
circumstances, it is ridiculous to ask a man to exchange his commodity 
for a metal, the real value of which is not what it represents. The journal is, 
therefore, inclined to think that unless measures are taken by the Government 
to equalize the face value of the rupee with its intrinsic value, it would be next 
to impossible to bring the prices down to their proper level. 


Dismissal of a clerk, 


V.—ProspPects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


1120. Commenting on the Report of the Sanitary Commissioner of 
Bengal for 1907, the Bengalee remarks that Govern- 
ment has done nothing to improve the sanitary 
condition of villages and towns in the province and prevent the appalling rate 
of mortality from malarial fever, cholera and other preventible causes, No 
q iestion is nore important than that of sanitation, and no obligation more 
binding upon a Government than that of preserving the lives and safeguarding 
the health of the people committed to its charge. What is wanted isa com- 
Eee scheme of sanitation covering the whole province; money should 
e found for it and its execution systematically provided for. 


Sanitation in Bengal. 


VI.—MisceLLANEOUS, 


1221. Commenting on the murder of Narendra Nath Gosain at the Alipore 
Jail, the Indian Nation saya : “All that it is possible 

gabe murder of Narendra Nath to gay for the present prisoners is that they inflict- 
ed on the betrayer of the conspiracy a punishment 

he deserved, under his vow, at the hands of the society he had elected to join. 
But to take a correct measure of the moral delinquency of the offenders, it is 
not this circumstance alone that has tobe remembered. ‘I'hey were swayed 
apparently, not merely by allegiance to their society and by indignation at the 
‘ae pwoa of a breach of faith, but also by a sense of personal revenge, They 
ad been betrayed already and they would have been betrayed yet further in 
the trial of the second batch of prisoners. If the approver was believed they 
would be convicted and might possibly be hanged. In any case they might 
receive a punishment which not everybody would prefer to loss of life. But the 
approver would have liberty as well as life. If their own fate was sealed by the 
Opprover's evidence, and if they could not make it materially worse by his 


ee ee 


( 2095 ) 


murder, why should they not attempt the deed ? As the law would not take the 
approver’s life, they must take it, especially as even in jail the man was living 
ander conditions provokingly comfortable. They were by no means certain 
that they would be caught red-handed. Self-sacrifice or the risk of it is an 
extenuating circumstance ; we never knew that ‘self-devotion’ was. If there 
was no self-devotion in this world, there would be no crime. In the present 
case, the one redeeming circumstance is that the prisoners were not moved 
solely by a sense of personal wrong but also probably by 4. sense of 
devotion to their — As regards the approver it may be said that he 
' would probably never have been before a Court at alland never had a chance 
of betraying his associates if he had not been betrayed himself by one of 
the society, and he may have made his confession not merely to ‘save his 
skin,’ but from the stimulus of an awakened conscience.” 
1122, The Hindoo Patriot eye ose ae h Ber gm oo will expiate 
ae on the gallows the blood of Naren Gosain, the 
Kanai Lal Dutt’s conviction. ain fer hie going on tray will rest on the pec nity 
that has made no provision for the moral education of boys, His fate should 
be a warning to the guardians of boys against leaving them entirely to thoir 
own resources, and not keeping them, as is necessary, under discipline and 


restraint. | 
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